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Hon. H. SEDDOX: Thai is so, and the
result in another place was a stone-wall of
28 hours, whereby the Labour Party saved
the situation as far as they themselves were
concerned, Another point regarding the
Commission should be brought under the
notice of the Government. The members of
the Commission have their time oecupied in
earrying out their routine duties, and they
are fo be given a job that will take a good
deal of their time and will expose them to
searching eriticism both in and out of Par-
linent. I should be glad to learn that
the Government are prepared to make some
recognifion of the work of the (Commission.
Special work in that or any other direction
should be specially recognised, and I should
he glad to have an indieation that the Gov-
crument  will  recognise the responsible
aml onerous duties that the members of the
Commission will be undertaking in re-allo-
rating the representation of the people. In
conclusion, I wish to urge on the Govern-
ment onee more the desirability of keeping
the Commission’s veport ont of the arena of
politieal debate and accepting the findings of
the Commission by arranging that thev bhe
adopted without debate and without afford-
ing an opportunity for the aerimonions dis-
cussion that oerurred on the previous ocea.
sion. Havine dicected attention to eerfain
disabilities that T contend will exist under
the present measnre, T support the Bill.

On motion by the Chief Seeretarr, dehate
adjourned.

House adjonurned af 6.14 pm,
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p, and read pravers,

ASSENT TO BILLS.

Messnge from the Governor received and
read notifying assent to the undermentioned
Bills :—

1, Police Offences (Drugs).

2, Jury Aet Amendment.

PETITION—TEXAS COMPANY
(AUSTRALASIA) LIMITED.

Mr. ROWE (Xorth-East Fremantle) pre-
sented o petition from the Texas Company
(Australasia), Lid., praying for the intro-
duction ot a Bill t¢ provide powers for the
storage and supply of oil, liquid fuel, petro-
leum, spirits, kero-ene and petroleum pro-
dncts and for other purposes.

Petition received, and the prayer of the

petiticners grantead.

BILL—TEXAS COMPANY (AUSTRAL-
ASIA) LIMITED (PRIVATE)
Introduced by Mr. Rowe and read a
first time.

Referred to Select Commiliee.
On motion by My, Rowe, Bill referred to
a select eonmittes econsisting  of  Messrs.
Lindzay, Marshall, North, Sleeman and the
mover, with power to call for persons and
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papers, 1o sit on days ever which the House
stands adjonrned and to report on the 4ib
Deecinber.

QUESTION—WHEAT EXPORT.

Mr. GRIFFITHY asked the Minister for
Agrienlture: 1, What was the weekly ton-
nage of wheat shipped from Fremantle dur-
ing the 1927-1928 season? 2, What were
the maximum tonaage of wheat loaded and
the maximum number of ships loaded in one
week duoring that season?

The MINTSTE? FOR AGRICULTURE
replied : 1, The information asked for is con-
tained in the appended statement. 2, The
largest quantity shipped in any one week
was 315,545 baws, shipped into 11 ships
during the week 173th December te 21st De-
cember, 1927,

FREMANTLE HARBOUR TRUST.

WaEAT SHIPMENTS—SEABON 1827-28,

Week No. of Week No. of
ending—  Bags. ending—  Bags.
1927. 1928,

Nov. 30 10,756 May 16 ... 165,782

Dec. 7 58,117 s 23 ... 82,668

n 14 .., 122393 s 30 ... 135,056
. 21 .. 320,702 June 6 ... 178,026
» 28 ... 189,642 » 13 .. 2682351
s 20 ... 220,439

1928, » 27 ... 148,033
Jan. ¢ ... 292,80] July 4 .. 066,635
» 11 ... 287,708 ,» 11 .. 117,117
» 18 ... 108,248 » 18 .., 65,358
w25 ... 195,029 w25 ... 18L277

Feb. 1 .. 217,127 Aung. 1 .. 208,044

” 8 ... 172,120 " 8 .. 103,814
s 15 ... 130,119 w13 ... 161,829
" 22 ... 239,180 » 22 ... 133,028
. 20 ... 177,839 w29 ... 186,248
Mar. 7 ... 134,926 Sept. § ... 135,054
» 14 ... 248,551 » 12 34,806
w21 ... 78,500 s 19 ... Nl
» 28 ... 127,237 w 26 ... Ni
April 3 .. 99,261 QOct. 3 .. Nil
” 11 ... 49,882 » 10 14,011
» 18 .., 111,965 o 17 .. 25,072
w25 .. 113,840 W 24 .. 49,524
May 2 .. 187,957 » 31 .. Ni
. 9 ... 196,483 Nov. 7 934

LAND AGENTS’ BILL, SELECT
COMMITTEE.
Extension of Time.

On motion by Mp, Marshall, the time
for bringing up the select committee’s re-
port was extended fo the d4th December.

{ASSEMBLY.]

LOAN ESTIMATES, 1928-29.

Message from the Governor received and
read transmitting the Loan Fstimates for
the year 1928-29 :ne recommending appro-
priation,

In Committee of Supply.

The House resolved into Committee of
Supply for the purpose of considering the
Loan Fstimates; Mr. Lantey in the Chair.

Vote—Uepartmental, £232,604:

THE PREMIER AND TREASURER
(Hon. T". Collier—Bounlder) [4.50]: The
amount ol loan monevs for which T am ap-
plying this year j¢ slightly less than that
for Jast year, but it exeeeds lust year’s actunl
cxpenditure by £137,000. Almost the whole
of the amount naw requirved is in connee-
tion with the further development of the
agricultural resonrees of the State. Exten-
sions of publie uiilities in the metropoli-
tan area, it iz udmitted, demand attention,
but the expenditore iz vervy small when com-
pared with that for country distriets. Loan
expenditure, although gradually inereasing
each wear, does not show mueh variation,
cither in amount or the direction in which
the mouey is spent.

Hon, Sir James Mitchell: By Heavens, it
does!

The PREMIER :
much at all.

Hen. Sir James Mitchell : T will give you
the percentages.

The PREMTER : I know it is claimed that
the percentage of the expenditure, which
shows a direct return of interest, has fallen
in recent vears. That may be correct, hut
the expenditure in other dircetions in assist-
ance to primary production, although not
directly returning interest, earns revenue
that goes towards the payment of interest.
This applies particularly to railways and
harbours. Unless those facilities are pro-
vided, it is quite useless to encourage settlers
to go into the newer districts, or to provide
them with funds to assist in the establish-
ment of farms. T remember that some vears
ago a somewhat similar position existed to
that which obtains to-day. Settlement had
extended bevond the then existing faeilities,
and the extension of means of eommunica-
tion hecame necessary. In eonsequence, a
considerable programme of public works had
to be undertaken in order to provide the

No, it does not vary
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necessary transport facilities and other ac-
commodation required beeause of the settle-
ment that had taken place. It will be re-
membered that that was the position covering
the years from 1911-12 to 1916-17.

Hon. 8ir James Mitehell: And before that
too.

The PREMIER: Yes, 1 suppose we conld
vo back to 1908 or thereahouts, when settle-
ment first started to extend into the agrieul-
tural areaz. Of course, that necessitated a
considerable programme of railway con-
struction, water supplies and other publie
works. Owing to the scvere set-baek agri-
culture suffered in the Lad year of 1914,
when the drought oceurred, together with the
lieavy enlistmeut of our men during the war
period, the scttlemenl of our agricultural
areas took longer than would otherwise have
been the ease. Both those factors operated
in the direclion of delaving the sefilement of
our agrienltwral areas. It is well to rememn-
ber that from cenires along the ratlways that
were constructed  during  those  wears,
4,100,000 bags of wheat were transported
over the railways, a httle more than one-
third of the total yield last year. Practienlly
all that wheat was railed over lines bnill in
all direetions during the years that followed
the settlement of the areas I have referred
lo. Of course, the wheat earvied last vear
was a source of great revenue, but in addi-
tion there way revenue from wool, livestock
and so on. I think it ean he said that the
resulls have fully justified the expenditure
that has been incurred in past years.

Hon., Sir James Mitchell : By Heaveuns,
ves,

The PREMIER: The expenditure has
been more than justified.  As a maiter of
faet, it is our only standby to-day. We are
wetling results from our production, because
of the opening up of our counfry and the
expenditure of loan funds.

Hon. 8ir James Mitehell: Transport is the
lite of produetion, and without it there can
e no progress.

The PREMIER: Nothing could he done.

Hon, Sir James Mitehell: At any rate,
we conld not make any progress,

The PREMTIER: We could not make any
headway at all, Transport in these days in-
volves expenditare of very large sums of
money. The present extremely heavy de-
wand for land in all our wheat areas fully
justifes  expenditure on railways, roads,
water supplies and similar undertakings for
the development of those distriets. Unless
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used for the purpose of increasing the
development of the Stafe, loan expenditure
would be hard to justify.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: It would be im-
poussible to carry the burden,

The PREMIER: But on the other hand,
no sound objeclion ean be taken to loan ex-
penditure that is spent strictly for the pur-
pose | have indicated.

Hon. Sir Jumes Mitehell: Yes, provided
we gl value for our money.

The PREMIER: So far as the money is
spenl Tor the purpose of development of the
State umd, as the Leader of the Opposition
says, so long as we get value for the money
expunded, (hefe G bé no sound objertion
rai-ed. Diving the last lew years there bas
been heavy expenditure on harbours, and be-
tore long these should return full interest on
the expenditure underiaken, That will apply
partieularly to Fremantley, and it should
apply also to the outer ports, as the volume
of produce for export through those ports is
increasing vear by year. We have to remem-
ber that we have a very long coastline, and
we Inust make adeqnate and full provision
tor our outer harbours. Those harbours are
principally Albany, Bunbury and Geraldton.
1 do not think any excuse is necded regard-
ing expenditure on those porls in order that
they may be tully equipped to handle the
cver-inereasing volumr of trade that comes
to them. Theve is a fairly large expendi-
ture, which does not earn interest or revenue,
that has to be incurved in connecrion with
the eonstruction of our roads. OF course,
nothing is returned from that work directly.
Modern transport has revolutionised methods
of road eonstruction. Roads have to be made
more strongly and of a more expensive type
than was neecessary a few years ago. All
that expendifure adds eonsiderably to our
interest bill and makes no direct return,
although the reads are necessary for
developmentul  purposes, just as are our

railwavs, | have stressed these poinis
to show that our expenditure in past
vears has been, to a great cxtent,

spent on the development of our resourecs.
That point cannot be too strongly empha-
si=ed, Tt has been =aid that for =0 small
a population our loan expenditure is ex-
tremely high, and that our publie debt per
heat ot the population is much greater than
it shonld he.  Fienres have leen ¢uoted in
support of that contention. But as T have
gaifl previonsly in the Hou-e, any such com-
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parizon with the Eastern States would e
entively misleading.  We have always to
remmemver the very large expenditure that
eontes into Government loan expenditure in
this State, which is not the ease in the East-
ern bfates.

Hon, Sir James Mitchell; And territory
has something to do with it,

The PREMIER : That is so. The expendi-
ture. whether from loan or from revenue,
per head of the population must be grenter
in large, sparselv-populated territovies than
in a elosely wzettled Siate,

Hou. Sir James Mitchell: Our loan ex-
penditure has heen fully justified.

The PREMIER: Yes, that applies in
every direction, with regard both to revenue
and loan. We cannot hope to carry on our
departments oy the same ratio of expendi-
ture a= ean be done in Vietoria. Tater on
| shall be quoting some fizures showing the
large amount of loan money required from
vear to vear on undertakings that in the
Eastern States are eontrolled by frusts or
hoards and independently financed. That is
a factor that puts entirely out of court any
superficial comparison of onr indebtedness
per head of population with that in the
Tastern States.

Hon. Sir James Mitebell: We have got
an asset for our expenditnre np to date.
There is no donbt about that.

The PREMIER: Yes, we have the asset.
Bnt the whole of the expenditure on it
somes into the State’s accounts, whereas in
nther States it is not all debited to State
acennnts,

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: Our great eon-
eern 15 £9 have an aseet for our debis

The PREMIER: Yes. onr indebtednes:
per head of the population is not an im-
portant point so long as we have an inter-
est-carning asset for the debt.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Certainly not.

The PREMIER: For instance, we might
have an indebtedness double that of anyv of
the nther Rtates, and yet he in a sounder
posttion than that other State.

Hen. Sir James Mitchell: Yes, our rail-
wavs show ¢hat to be sa.

The PREMIER : Turning to the expendi-
ture on our railwayvs, something like
£22,000,000, and takine the expenditure on
railways in any other State, we see the value
of our asset, judzed hy the anoual returns.
as compared with the asset in an Eastern
State. But a great many people merely

(ASSEMBLY .|

turs up (he indebtedness per head of ihe
populatien, compare it with that of another
Srne, and assume that we are in a dreadful
postion beeanse ours s so mach higher than
theirs,

Hon. Siv James Mitehell: Tt is merely
Fitlse vensoning,

The PREMIER: Ves, and it has no bear-
ing whatever on the position. The estimated
expenditure for la=t yvear was £4829,109,
and the actuai expendituve £4,680.260, or a
lesser swm, o credit as it were, of £149,144,

Hon. 8ir James Mitehell: T wonld not eall
it o eredit.

The PRIMIER: No, but the fact re.
iains we spent €14,149 less than was esti-
mated.  The expenditore under the varions
heads kept fairly close to the estimate.

Hon, Sir James Mitehell: And that was
wreater than in oy Tast vear.

The PREMIER: Yes, somewhat greater,
This is how it was spent: under the divi-
sion of Railwavs and Tramways, the esfi-
mate was exceeded by £06,658, due prin-
cipally to the heavier expenditure on rails
and fastenings and the great progress that
was made with the Ejanding-northwards
raitway and the Kalkulling-Bullfineh rail-
way, which, of course, had to he met. A
larze number of improvements tc existing
railways were earried ouft by the Railway
Nepartment. That is a programme of work
the department endeavours to carry ong
every year, regrading, reballasting of yards,
and general improvements, so that heavier
loads may he borne and traffie handled
more  expeditiously.  The resulis  for
some vears past show that expenditure
in that divection has been of advantage to
the whole system. The rolling stock of the
service was incrveased, and £149927 was
spent in that direction. Fourteen locomo-
fives were complefed during the vear and
issned to traffie. Over 300 wagons and vans
were added to the stock, Tn addition {en
ears were built for the Tramwayvs, three
sleeping-cars weve huilt for the Midland
Railway Company, and 12 petrol tanks
were built for the Shell 0il Company,

Mr. Thomeon: The Shell Qil Company
will pav far those,

The PREMTER: Yes, this is merelv an
indication of the work done in the railway
workshops. The inerease in the Trans-Aus-
tralian Tailway traffic has made it neeessary
to improve the accommodation on the sex-
vice belween here and Walgoorlie. So four
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new iwo-berth coachies have heerr placed in
fraffie. That oeenrved, 1 thirk, in Septemn-
her last.  Six more are now under constre-
tion. By June next there will hp 1 e
first-cluss two-herth sleeping coaches, which
will be siflicient tor the rwo trams, the full
servie,

Mr, Thoms=on: One or fwo
conches are badly needed on  the
Southern.

The PREMIER : I dare say they are, and
on other lines as well. Bui it will be agrecd
that the old -ervice on the Kalgvorlie run
had hecome obeolete as compared with the
Trans-Auvstralian trains and those of fhe
Eastern States, and it wus only creating a
very unfuvourable impression in passengors
transferred from the one train to {he other.

Mr. Stubbs: Tt was not o good adverti-e
ment for us,

The PREMIEL : Tt was not.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: T believe the
old sleepers of 23 years ago were the best
and moust comfortable of all.

The PREMIER: They were comfortable
enough. The drawback with our sleepers
has heen that we have had four berths in a
compartment.

AMr. Angelo: And six in the second elass.
which is worse,

Hon. Sir James
snore so loudly.

The PREMIER: Yes, when yon get fonr
or =ix peaple sleeping in one compartment
it is not very eomfortable. I remember that
it was T who, as Minister for Railways, in-
augurated the sccond-class sleepers, A
that time there were no second class sleep-
ers it Australia, We thought we were mak-
ing a great slep forward, but of course with
six berihs in a compuartment they now seem

sleeping
Great

Mitchell:  Fat peopie

overerowded.  However, we are making
headway woth the building of the new

conches,  Railway construction during the
veur was pushert on, and that acconnted for
£278,942 of the expenditure.

Hon. »ir James Mitehell: More than that,
[ think.

The PREMIER: No. The prineipal lines
were the Denmark-Nornalup, the Ejanding-
northwards, the Kalkalling-Bullfinch and
Norseman-Salmon Gum lines.  Those were
earried on during the vear, and some of them
are sl under construetion, That Nornalup
line will not be finished for some time vet.
hut the tails in the Bullfineh line were linked
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wpe about three weeblis age and the line sheuld
ae ready for tradie betore long.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell:  The cost of
raita und Fasienings has been pretty heavy.

The PREMIER: Yes, £161,238 was spent
on rails and fastenings, a very considerable
itemn,  The expenditure on harbours and
rivers amounted to £233357. The princi-
pal items were Fremantle £104,785; (ier
aldton, £79,493; Bunbury, £10,356, and im-
provements to harbours und rivers gener-
ally £20,754. Jmprovements to the Freman-
tle harbour continue to absorb a very lurge
sum of money. 1 do net know whether any
members have visited the Fremantle har-
hour lately, but if so they will have scen
tremendeus improvements in the way of in-
ereased shed aecommodation.  Large sheds
have heen erceted and the whale of the work
has been enlarged from year to year. And,
I am afraid, it will have to zo on for many
vears to come. The expenditure has been
pretty substantial, Work has been pro-
ceeding at Geraldton also, and it is intended
to push on there as rapidly as cireumstances
will permit.

Mr. Lindsay: You should he glad of the
expenditure going on, not afraid,

The PREMIER: T am always concerned
18 to whether they are not going further
than it s neeessary to wo. Whilst, of
course, full and proper faeilities should be
provided tor the handling of our gonds at
the port, still we need to be eareful not
to get ahead of the requirements, not to
wir abead any more rapidly than is neces-
sarv. [ do not suggest that is oceurrinmy.
Recause we find in busy times the Fre-
mant'e harhour is often crowded, and fra-
quently two or more ships are awaiting
herths. Still, it sbsorbs a considerable
amount of money, all the same.

Hon. Siv James Mitchell:
most of the ports of the world.

The PREMIER: Yes. {ienerally speaic-
ing 1t should be accounted a good sien to
~¢e onr ports busy with the shipping of
our zoods going ouf: not goods coming i
~a mueh, as gonds going oul to the markets
of the world. It should be a gond indica-
tion of the State’s prosperitv. I should
sav the State was never more stagnant thzn
when onr harbours are empty, We geL un
idea of that when shippine troubles come
along and our harbours are «qiet, Tor then
evervthing is at a standstill all over the
vity. There has heen xpent €349,000 on

That is sv in
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water supplies, sewerage and drainage, as
compared with the estimate of £604,000,

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: And all to
good purpose, of course.

The PREMIER: Of that swmn the met-
ropolitan area took £321,195, the balance
being spent on country water supplies. That
is a very substantial portion, more than
half. There are, as members know, large
country schemes in eourse of construction,
and a nomber of smaller works and
extensions from the goldfields water supply
are continually geing on. As I say, the
expenditure on water supply and sewerage
in the metropolitan area was £321,195. The
Churchman’s Brook dam has been com-
pleted, and the Subiaco sewerage scheme
almost eompleted, and house conneetion
waork was carried on on a large seale. Uther
works inchude the enlargement of water
mains to ensure hetter supply. As the sub-
urbs are growing, so it bhecomes neeessary
to put down larger mnins in addition io
putiing down new mains further out in
order that the supply should be adequate to
the requirements. The largest and most
important seetion of fhe Lstimates is that
dealing with the develepment of agricul-
ture. Last vear the expenditure totalled
£1,677,126 from the vale and £229,052 [rom
Ioan suspense. Group secttlement and roads
and drainage in group arvens absorbed over
£1,000,000 of this, and other forms of assis-
tanee to individuals more than £700,000.
The Agricultural Bunk experienced a busy
Near. The advaiees to ordinary elients
amounted to £319,054, ’

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: Yau did not
have to find that sum: it was repaid money.

The PREMIER: T had to find £408,471
of it and I sha!l have to find an equal
amount this vear. The estimated require-
ments of the bank last vear were £100,000,
but owing to various causes, more money
was nreeded and T Lad Lo find another
£108,471,

Mr. Lindsay: That would mean new
eapital for the bank.

The PREMIER: Yes. .Advances to sol-
dier seftlers amounted to £107,225 and to
clients of the Indnsiries Assistance Board
ETI3A4T1. The total under (hose three head-
ings was €1.339,700, OF eourse, all of {hal
was not new money.

Hon. Sir James Mitrhell: The Indusiries
Assistanee Board money was returned.

The PREMIER: Yes. The exact amount
of additienal enpitat provided for the Meri-
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caltural Bunk was £308,471, as compared
with the cstimate of £100,000. The bank’s
operations are expanding so rapidly that a
further authorisation of ecapital will be
necessary.

Hon. . Taylor:
this session?

The PREMIER: I am not suve, but it
will be necessary before very long.

Llon. Sir James Mitchell: It is only &
maiter of form, anyhow. We vote the
money when it is wanted.

The PREMIER: Yes. The expendiiure
by the lands Department was mainly in
connection with the snrvey of new sulbdi-
visions. U\ lavge number of surveyors are
entazed i the preliminary elassifieation ot
land helween Southern Cross and Salmon
Gums, between the terminus of Lthe Ejand-
ing-northwards line and the Cue railway
and also the vacant land north of Mullewn
extending past Balln and Dartimoor o the
Murchison River. Tt has been Found neces-
sary fo Inerense the accommndation for
students at the Agricultural College in order
to vope with the applientions for enrolment.
The estimate of the reguiveinents when the
Muresk College was built was very much
astray.  The number of applicanis for ad-
mission has far excecded what was antiei-
pated. In faet, we have heen spending
money on additions ever since the place was
built,

Hon. Sir James Mitehell :
spend it in a better way.

The PREMIER: 1t is a fact not to be
regretted. Tt is gratifving that the hoy<
are taking to it in sueh large numbers,

Hon. Sir Jawes Mitchell: 1 wonder what
else there is for our boys to do.

The PREMIER: There is not mueh of
a future for them in Western Australia
ntherwi<e,

Hon. James Mitchell: I'leve econld
unt be anyvthing better for them.

The PREMIER: It is a good lhing that
out: buys are going to Muresk College, he-
cause they will subsequently spread through
the various dislviets of the Sgale and in
themselves will be teachers of the farmer.
ali avound them. Consequently the infln-
onee of the eollege will not he confined to
those who are forlunate enouzh to pass
through it, but will radiafe to all parts of
tho State. The Forests Department expen-
ditare was £0.972, mosliy for pine planting.
Some memhers raised the poini durine the

Will it be necessary

You could not

Sir
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dizsen:sion on the revenue Estimates as 1o
what had been done in the matrer of pine
planting. I did not bave the Bgures at the
time, hut I have them now. It is interesting
to know what i~ being done to provide for
our future reguirements of sofiwoods. In
1923, 167,700 young pines were planted on
105 acres; in 1926, 700,000 vouns pines
were planted on 737 acres, and last year
630,000 young pines were planted on 672
acres. The Conservator of Fovests assure:
me that the annual crop being planted will
be suflicient to meet the State’s veyjuirements
of softwands when the trees malure.

Hon. G. Taylor: 1t is a continuous erop
to be harvested each yeary

The PREMIER: Yes. We are planting
suflicient year by year to meet the State’s
requirements  when the trees come to
maturity,

Mre. Angelo: How long does it take for
them to reach maturity?

The PREMIER: T am not sure; I think
it is about 30 years.

Hon. G. Taylor: In England it is about
25 years.

The PREMIER: @ think it is slightly
more here. I do not know whether wem-
bers have seen soue of our principal pine
plantations on ihe catchment of the Mun
daring HReservoir. They are well worth a
visit.  The tvees are making phenommenal
growth. T have been up there twice in the
lust year or two. The pines only three or
four years old ave 8 to 10 feet high. The
Conservator fold me that he has never
Lknown of hetter growth. The nembers of
the FEamnpire Forestry party who were here
a few months agoe were amarzed at the won-
derful growth that has taken place in the
catchment area during the last few vears.

Mr. Angelo: Members should be given
an opportunity to sce those things.  The
gates have always heen eloted when T hava
heen up there.

The PREMTER: The punblic are not ad
mitted te the catchment area: a visit ean
he made only by arrangement.

Mr. Teesdale: A lot of us will not he
here to see the trees matnre.

The PREMTER: When the session clozes
or early in the new vear I shall he pleased
to arrange a visit for memhbers. Tt will be
a most interesting day’s outing throuzh the
hills and valleys around Mundaring.

Mr. Angelo: That ix what T was gently
hinting at.
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The PRIMIEN: 1 rather thought the
hun. niember had something of the kind in
mind. ‘The expenditure on roads and build-
ings last year wa< £567,107, or £71,293 less
than was cxpected,  The expenditure on
romls was £359,000, almost all of which was
spent on conntry roads.

Hon, Sir Jawes Mitchell: That is a very
unfortunate fgure.

The PREMIER: Among the more im
portant buildings on which we spent money
were the Old Men's 1lome €12,367; Fre-
mantle hospital £0,808; Point Heatheote
lteception Hospital £34,000.

Hon. Siv James Mitchell: When  will
the reception hespiinl he veady?

The PPREMIER: It is just about com-
pleted now.

Hon, Sir
needed.

The PREAMIER: Yes. It was expeeted
to be ready a few weeks ago, but there has
been a slight delay in completing some of
the fittings. It will he opened in a few
weels” time. The eost has been much greater
than it was thousht would be necessary for
a4 reception liome.

[Mon. G. Tavlor:
place.

Tle PREMIER: Tt is fairly large. [
dv not know the average number of patients
in the mental ward ot the Perth Hospital,
but it was not large. The Point Heathcote
instilution will be able to cater for inmates
who eould not have been kept in the Perth
Hospital ward.

Hon. G. Taylor: Yom will do away with
the ward in the Perth Hospital.

The PREMIER: Yes, that is the object
of huilding at TPoint Heathcote.

Hon. G. Taylor: I wanted to make sure
that the ward will be done away with.,

The PREMIER: Patients could not be
kept very Iong at the mmental ward in the
Perth Hospital. Many had to be sent to
Clavemont, althongh, if they could have heen
sent to sneh a home as that at Peint Heath-
cote, they might have recovered without
going to Claremont,

Hon. G. Taylor:
obzervation ward.
treated at all.

The PREMIER: The expenditore on
sehools and ¢uarters was £33,759. T find
it impossible to provide anvthing like the
amount of money that is demanded for huild-
ings, partieularly for the Eduaeation Depart-

Jantes JMitchell: It is badly

[t is a very elaborate

No. 12 ward was an
The patients were not
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ment and Public Health Department. The
demand is increasing in all divections.

Hon, Sir James Mitchell: Is it oenly a
demand or are there necessary works?

The PREMIER: No; I am referring
to the demand for necessary works. All we

can do is to seleet those that might be eon.
sidered to be the wmost urgent; the others
have to stand over. The accommodation at
our principal schools in Perth and Fre-
mantle is altogether insufficient. The Fre-
mantle Boys’ School and the Perth Girls'
School are overcrowded.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell:
for that!

The PREMIER: I am told by the Edu-
eation Depurtinent that they cannot carry
on any longer.  All kinds of makeshifts
are resorted to in order to get through, and
I am afraid we cannot much longer post-
pone the ecrection of new sechools for the
senior classes.

Hon. Sir Janes Mitebell: The trouble is
that the cost of Luilding is four times as
nwueh as it was previously.

The PREMTER: That 1s the trouble.
To provide new schools for children runs
into seores of thonsands of pounds. It is
estimated that a new girls’ school is required
in Perth to accommodate 9300 children.

Hon. G. Taylor: That will run into thous-
ands.

The PREMIER: I am afraid to think
just what it will run into. There is the
difficulty, too, of getting a site. There is
not proper supervision at present because
the children are sealtered aboul in different
buildings; some ure in a building in one
street and some are in a bnilding in the
next street.  The numbers are increasing
so rapidly that we cannoi earry on wmuch
longer without increased aceommodation.
The Minister for Edneation tells me in all
new areas in the country districts he is in-
sisting on nothinr less than five aeres for
school sites and mwore if it can he obtained.

Hon. Sir James Afitchell: In all the
souniry places I think they reserve fair
areas. Lt is in the old places where there
is a shortage.

The PREMIER
old plares.

Hon. G. Taylor: Just where the popula-
tion is large.

The PREMTIER: Yes, and of course we
cannot build.  There is a fairly eonsider-

Thank God

Yes; mostly in the
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able area of reserve Crown land going up
the hill towards the old cemetery at East
Perth, That is the only vacant space of any
size in the city Lhat might be considered
sulliciently large or suitable for a school.

Hon. G. Taylor: What is the aereage?

The PREMIER: I da not know. JItisa
big vaeant bloek on the left hand side and
it i= large enough fov school purposes. The
trouble is the cost of the building. The
same thing relates to Fremantle, where the
hovs’ school is overcrowded.

The Minister for Works: But there they
have the land.

The PREMIER : That is very satisfactory.
The expenditure may appear large, but I
cannot get it down any lower having regard
to all the facilities reguired from one cnd of
tlie State {o the other. Ihuring recess the
Government contemplate going into the whole
question of preparing some scheme for the
handing-over of publie utilitiex to the people
whom they directly serve.

Hon. G. Taylor: A very wise thing.

The PREMIER : There are the water sup-
ply and sewerage of the metvopolitan area,
tramyays, eleetrie light.

Ion. Sir James Mitchell: If you hand the
tramways back, it will be poetie justice.

The PREMIER : No, no. 'We will simply
transfer their management from Parlinment
to the people whom they serve.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Those people
would have had the tramways for nothing
hefore now it the Government had not
hought them.

The PREMIER : T suppose they wonld
have fallen in. Many of those things which
are of purely a local charncter and serve
anly a section of the community can best be
controlled by the people eoncerned. Then
Ministers would have time to devote to mat-
ters of Staie-wide importance, instead of
being ocenpied with more or fess minor ques-
tions affeeting only a section of the people,

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: I shall have to
turn up your speech about the purchase of
the tramways,

The PREMIER: T was Minister for Rail-
wavs then, hut it was a Cabinet purchase.
Withent giving away any secrets, I may say
it was a transaction in whieh T did not take
very much part.

Hon. G. Tavlor: T think you were like me
in that respert.

The PREMIER : However, there it is. The
Stute has to find money for everything, from
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one end of the country to the other. Oan
these Loan Estimates the State has to pro-
vide a ferry beat, the old “Duchess” being
gone. A new ferry boot is on the list for
£8.000. T hold thal such a thing as a ferry
across to South PPerth does not eoncern the
Giovernment of the State,

Hon. Rir James Mitehell: Why did we bay
the ferries?

The PREMIER: I do not know, but I am
free to contess that they ought not to have
been bought.

ITon. G. Tayxlor: Iland them over to the
South Perth Road BRoard.

The PRIMIEK: In the Eastern capitals
nearly all those concerns are handled by
Lrusts or hoards.  The Adelaide trams are
controlled by a trusl.  In Aelbourne now the
whole of the water snpply and sewernge is
centrolled by a honwd.

Hon. d. Tayxlor: And the expenditure does
not affeet the national debt at all.

The PREMIER: No.  Abont 30 millions
sterling have been expended by the Mel-
howirne board, and those 20 millions do no.
figure in the public debt of Victoria at all.
When oue looks up the Vietorian per eapita
indebtedness it seems low, but no part of
thoze 20 wmillioux, for instanee, is in it.

Hon. G. Taylor: But all those things show
in pur indebtedness.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: It does not mat-
ter about their showing if the assets are
there.

The PREMIER:  The harbour
of Melhonrne are conteolled by a truosi,
and  that trust has separate borrowing
powers, so that tts expenditure does not
come into the Victorian publie debt.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: The debt re-
mains all the same, and against the same
people.

The PREMIER: Of course. It merely
appears in different books. However, there
are advantages in that respeect.

Mr, Griffiths: Buf the Fremantle Harbour
Trust is a profitable concern.

The PREMIER: Yes, but the Government
have to find £100,000 for it every year, The
Government have to find the money for all
those concerns, and inasmuch as there is a
limit to the amount of money the Govern-
ment can borrow and expend in a year, other
undertakings, sueh 8s the Yarramony rail-
way for instance, have to suffer,

Han. Sir James Mitehell: That arrange-
ment as to separate borrowing powers beats

works
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the Financial Agrecinent too. That has al-
ready happened in New South Wales.

The PREMIER: If we ereated a board
now with separate borrowing powers, the
hoard would net reeeive any sinking fund
contvibutions  from  the Commonwesalth,
whereas we would,

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: We have to go
cap in hand to get permission to borrow, A
board would not have to do so.

The 'REMIER: T hope the day will not
ome when the Leader of the Opposition will
be able to sav, “I told vou so.” T hope the
day will not come when we will have to re-
uret this.

Hon, Rir
NUW.

The PREMIELR: For this year 1 estimate
an expenditure of 4,817,200, and that is
made up of new money £4,526,796, and re-
cotlp o Loon Suspense Account €290,404.
The items which make up the lntal are set
out in the lLoan Estimates, and I need not
zo over them, As wsual, development of
agrienlture  absorhs  a large  porlion,
£1,753,500, Railways will take £1,034,300;
that is the next umount in peint of impert-
ance, and is £116,000 above lazt year, There
is a never-ceasing demunid tor money for the
Railwny Department,

Ay, Tee:dale: What zhout the King's Bay
jetty?

The PREMIER: I think that will be in
the item “[lmprovements to harbours and
rivers generally.” It is not itemised sepa-
rately.

Alr. Teesdale: 1 do not see how £45,000 is
tn he wot vut of that itemn.

The PREMIER : I have no doubt the hon.
member will consider there is not sufficient
in the amount to cover his item and the rest
as well, but there is sulficient to malke a start.

Mr. Tersdale: The amount seems to have
deereased sinee 1 last heard of it.

The PREMIFR: That work is going to
eust a lot of money, I am sorry to say.

Mr. Teesdale: It will do a lot of zeod.

The PREMIEKR: The latest estimate [
have veceived is wather stagwering in
amount.

Hon. G. Taylor: Is it forty odd thousand?¥

The PREMIER: Double that. Exzperience
shows that work in the North-West is very
expensive.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: It is pretty ex-
pensive everywhere,

The PREMIER: Yes, but doubly so in
the North-West.

James Mitehell: | tell you so
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My, Teesdale: [f we had accepted the
first estimate, there would not be a jetty
at Beadon now.

The PREMIER: That is the trouble.
One gets led on by an estiinate, and once
one gues into the work one cannot escape
paying up.

Mr, Teesdale: That finishes me.

The PREMIER : The hon. member and the
people eoncerned have been given a definite
promise of that work. When I was in the
North 18 months ago L had an opportunity
of seeing the inconvenience eaused there by
having to transfer to small lighters and so
forth. It is unfortunate that the building
of jetties in the North-West is so very ex-
pensive. Still, sueh works cannot be ne-
glected becanse of that fact.

Mr. Teesdale. Pastoralists eannot ship
stock, which is left to die, and the stock
route is closed up on account of the
drought.

The PREMIER: Almost the whole of
the amount provided for railways is for
evuniry lines, rolling stock, or improve-
ments suel as regrading and ballasting in
order to carry greater loads. Practically
the whole of the expenditure on harbours 1s
for increased facilities, as =also is the
amount provided for roads. Then we come
to the metropolifan atrea. As we have un-
dertuken to control public utilities in the
form of water supplies, framways, eleetrie-
ity supply and so on, the responsibility
for finding the necessary capital for ex-
tensions must be wmet. There is £390,700
for constroction of railways, £125,000 for
purchase of rails and fastenings, and
£33,500 for surveys, water supplies and so
forth. The amount for rolling stoek is
inereased, £200,000 being set aside for that
purpese, while further vegrading and bal-
lasting are alsn being earried oul. There
is an amount of £190,000 for works in hanl
There is also £75,000 for electricity supply;
that is to complete work in hand. T am
told now by the general manager that an-
other unit must be added, and I suppose it
will enst another £250,000,  There is ne
cessation so far as eleclricity supply is con-
cerned. A unit rons into a quarter of a
million, and is done over a period of two
ar three vyears, and then the Government
have to start on another unit becaunse of the
rrowth of business and the eonsequently
increased demand. Tt is, of course, a simn
af the growth of the ecity: but T am not
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too sure that of reeent years the eity bas
not been growing rather too mueh in com-
parison with the development of the coun-
try. If one is to judge by the experience
of the past, in the event of bad seasons or
talling priees overtaking the country dis-
triets all the people who have flocked to
the c¢ity will find themselves in a bad way.

Mr, Stubbs:
then!

The PREMIER: I hope I shall not be
Tereasurer then. T shall have the most pro-
found sympathy for the man who is.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Those things
have heen said for a hundred years of every
city, Imt their growth goes on just the
Same.

The PREMIER : Nevertheless 1t is a
fact. In Aunstralia it is perbaps more ap-
gratrent than in any other vountry because
uf the fact that we bave an immense ter-
ritory, snch a huge continent, with more
than half the population settled in the eap-
ital citics—more than 50 per cent. in Mel-
hourne; more than 30 per cent. in Sydney,
which is a city of a millien and a quarter
inhabitants; and similarly around to our
own State, where more than half the popu-
lation iz to he found between IFremantle
anil Midland Junetion, with all the enor-
mous ferrilory at the back awaiting devel-
opment.  Tndeed, as regards Vietoria and
other Australian States as well, there are
now considerahly fewer people on the land
than there were generations ago. In a
voununity like Australia, which must de-
pewd for its future prosperity on the de-
velopment of the country, it is a bad thing
to sec holdings deereasing and cities in-
creasing.

Hon. 8Sir James Mitehell: That is the
vesult of taxation and the tarift,

The PREMIER: The position would not
e so had in old communities, with large
inanufacturing industries and the possi-
bilities of export to other eountries: hut
I do not see that Australia ean ever export
manufaetures. The most we shall be able
to do in that respeet is to supply our own
reqquirements.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: No country in
the world is wealthy enough to pay the
prices we should recuire.

The PREMIER: Tt is a very serious
matter. I am sure this State, ns well as
evory other Australian State, would he
much more prosperous if a fourth of the

Heaven help the Premier



[27 Novexeexr, 1928.]

peuple in the metropolitan area were out
in the country:

Hon. Sir James Mitchell:
does not ielude the fifty here,

The PREMIER dving something that
woutd be more benelicial to the State and
to themselves. However, people will crowd
inte the city from the country distriets;
apparently nothing  will step  them,
although the life of the country to-day is
mueh better than it was generations ago.
With the aid of a motor car one ean travel
long distances to seck litile pleasures and
antusements.  The (elephone and the tele-
graph also add to the reliet of what at one
time was onotony and quictness of coun-
try life.  Everything in the vountry now
should he [Quivly  comfortable except ol
catirse in the pioncerine stage, and life there
is  mmeh  more wholesome than it s
in the city. 1 will admit though that the
country people have not the trots or jazz
halls and such-like attractions to attend,
Slightly more has heen allowed tor water
supplies than was spent last vear, the figures
being £338,000 this vear compared with
£349,460 last vear. It is proposed to eoni-
plete the Subiaco zewerage and extend oper-
ations to Nedlands and North Perth. Here
again T admit that the sewering of the ecifsx
has not for many vears gone forward as
rapidly as should have heen the ease, simply
because of the difficnlty in finding money.
If these activities had heen controlled hy a
haard, more wounld have been done.

Mr. Stubbs: Tt is time septic tanks were
done away with,

The PREMIER: Rut it is all a question
of money, and when I read of schemes such
as that for the removal of the Perth railway
station, the electrification of the raillway
system, or putting the railway underground,
I am amazed. Where do these people who
proponnd the schemes think all the money
1s to come from? I am afraid it will not
be found in my time. It is all very nice
to talk ahout improving our conveniences, but
there are works in the country that are more
urgently needed, works from which the State
will derive some advantage. I am afraid
the Perth railway station will have to stay
where it is for some time to eome. 1 do
not know how that will be regarded in some
quartera.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Anyway, you
cannot do it if you have not the money.
We are doing more than we ought to now.

1 hope that
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The PREMIER. Uf course we are,
Slightly less has been provided for group
weltlement than waos spent last year, This
is only to be expected because settlers ave
beeoming cstablished. In addition to the
principal  vote for group settlemens,
£150,000 has been made available for roads
and drainage in the group areas. As I have
ulready stated, we are finding an additional
amount of £410,000 for Agrieulturai Bank
capital, £75,000 for soldier settlement,
£60,000  tor assistance to settlers, and
£100,800 for further supplies of wire net-
ting.

M. Teesdale:
settlors!

The PREMIER: Yes. Up to the present
time L0613 auiles of netting has been sup-

Settlers all through: all

plied, and applications are in hand for
an  additional 894 miles. An amount
of  £12090 has been provided for the

completion of the contract for the evce-
tion of the dormitory at Muresk Agri-
cultural College, £9,300, and the halance
will be expended on farm buildings, impie-
ments and stock, There has alse heen
£14.000 set apart for the Department of
Acrienlture, principally fo permit of the ex-
tension of 1he equipment at the experi-
mental fareis at Salmon Gumsz, Ghoeoli and
Dampawah, Thoze experimenial farms are
sorving a verv good purpose, but at ihe
same time they are costing some tonex.
The provizion for roads, buildings, ete., will
he the same as that of last vear. There will
he £360,900 for road construction along the
~ame linrs as last vear. The expenditure o
roads under the agreement with the Federal
(lovernment, is now a very large amount and
the interest charee iz also growing. The
expenditure on puhblic huildings is estimated
at slichtly less than that of last year. A
verv large amount eounld he spent on publie
bnildings, were it available. The amount
covers the completion of the Point Heath-
cote mental home, additions to the King
Edward Memorial Hospital, schoolz and
nuarters, hospitals and police stations, Fnr-
ther capital to the extent of £25000 is to
he provided for the Workers’ Homes Board.

Mr. Angelo: T hope that £25000 will he
spent in the eonntry.

The PREMIER: T think it will. BSlight
additions will be made to the eapital of
coveral of the trading coneerns, but the
amonnt will be small in each case. A
speeial item appears under the seetion for
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the Metropolitan Market Trust, the amount
being £50,000.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: We would not
let the municipal council do it.

The PREMIER: The municipal counecil
were ill-advised in the Bill they put up. Ti
would have Dbeen better for lbe council to
have eontrolled the market. T think it will
be agreed that the Bill songht to be passed
through Parliament was entirely unaceept-
able to the House and so we have anolher
Government concern, except that it is eon-
trolled by a Trust, and the Government do
nol even appoint the whole of the Trusi.
Some of the local hodier have a say in that.
As bon. members know, the buildings ars in
course of erection and are well advanced

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: I helicve a
couple of bookmakers have taken offices
close to the markets.

The PREMIER: I do not know whether
the trust will make provision for them in
the building, but we can rest assured thev
will be elose handy, Of course, interest will
be paid on the £00,000, but at the sume
time the Treusurer will have to find it
Those are the principal items of expendi-
ture ineluded in the total, The items are
set out in the Estimates. Some hon. mem-
liers may be disappointed beeause they are
not larger, and others will be disappointed
because of the ahsence of items that they
expected fo see included.

Hopn. Sir James Mitehell: King's Bay
Jetty near Rochourne.

The PREMIER: That ought not to eome
under Item 42 of the LEstimates; I propose
to inelude it as a special item in the Loan
Bill. Tt is too big an amount to be included
under the heading of “improvements and
additions to jetties.” This usually covers
meore or less small sums fo permit of im-
provements to jettiez along the North-West
coast. I hope a start will be made with the
work without any undue delay. 1t may ap-
pear that the total amount of these Esti-
males is lurge, but the State is in a stage
of development renuiring the expenditure
of money in all directions—roads, railways,
water supplies, harbours, Agricultural Bunk
capital, ote., hesides public niilities for the
metropolitan area, water and sewerage and
all those works demanding the expenditure
of Jarge suma of money.

Hon, Sir James Mitchell: We arve spend-
ing too much on the works aud not getting
vahte.
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The PREMIER : T eannot say as to that.
As showing how the expenditure on roads
has inerensed in Jate years, I might state
that in 1922-23 the sum spent from all
gouregs way £120000, in 1923-24 it was
£192,000, and last year it was £685,000—
nearly half a million more than was spent
in 1923-24, It will be admitted by those
who travel throughout the country districts
that o great deal of work has been done
on roads throughout the State.

Hon., @G, Taylor:  And =il people ave
complaining that the roads are bad.

The PREMIER: There is an enormous
meleawe waiting te be made, and it will take
us venrs to carry out the work. It is not
so much the weight of a wvehicle that does
the damage on the roads; it is the speed at
which the heavy vehicles ave made to tear
along.  The State is in that stoge when
money must be found for the works I have
enumerated, and when the items on {le Es-
timates are exnmined members, I think, will
agree that what T am asking for e¢an be jus-
tified.

Progress reported.

RESOLUTION—PUEBLIC SERVICES,
LATE HON. J. E. DODD.

Meszage reccived from the Counecil re-
questing Lhe Assembly’s concurrence in the
following resolution— )

1. That this MHouse requests the Govern-
ment to afford Parliament an opportunily to
give cffect to some form of recognition of the
great serviceg rendered to this State by the
late Flon, J, ¥, Dedd. 2. That the foregoing

resolution be transmitted to the Legislative
Assemhbly and its coneurrence desired therein.

BILL—SUPPLY (No. 3) £1,000,000.

Returned from the (Counecil  withont

amendment.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1928-29,

Report of Committee of Ways and Means
adopted.

BILL—WOREKERS’ HOMES ACT
AMENDMENT.

Report of Commitice adopted.
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BILL—ROAD DISTRICTS ACT
AMENDMENT.

Seeand Reading,

MR. LATHAM (York) 6.2 in movine
the seeond readine said: This Bill amends
the Road Distriets Aet. Seetion 160, deal-
ine with works and wnderlakings, It s
designed to extend the power of road board-
to purchase Jand for recreation grounds.
Years ago, when Treasurers had a good denl
of money, it was the eustom to make grant«
to Joeal woverning hodies for the provision
of reereation groumls. Many new distriets
are springing up in the agriculineal areas,
and there s o Crown land left in the
neishbourhood for this purpose.  The road
board~ are anxions to aequire, frow times
to time. small pieces of land for the recrea-
tion of the ratepavers, hut as the law stand-
they have no power to purchase any. The
first clause in the Bill gives road boards
power to purchase a small piece of land for
vecreation purposes. The second clause
wvives them power {o provide homes for their
emprioyees. Road bonrds frequently have tu
change their officers, and find they are
placed at a great disadvantage because there
are ne homes for them. [t is contended by
the boards that if they were permitted to
huild homes and keep them as the properiy
of the board they would frequently be able
to appoint officials who would be more effi-
cient than others they have had to appoint.
Sometimes they appeoint & single man, be-
cause there is no living accommodation,
whereas 2 married man might give them
betier service. In the second clause power
i~ wiven to these local authorities to pur-
chase homes out of loan (unds. The object
of giving power to efieet these purchases
from loan funds is that should the rate-
payers have any objection to the scheme.
and to the leasing of the homes to the em-
ployees, they will have the final say. Both
¢lauses are necessary to enable road board-
to carry out theiv duties. T commend the
Rill to the Houxe and hope it will he earried
1 move—

That the Tl be now read a secoml time,

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS (IHan.
AL MeCallum- -South FremantleY "6.57: 1
“ave no objection to the Bill. The<e ¢lanses
were inserted in both of the amending Bill«
I hymteht down, theonzh they failed
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to survive the other amendments 1T sug-
vested.  The Bl is necessary. and most of
the roml boards want it [ support the
weasnre and think (it these powers <hould
b wiven to roait Loawds,

HON. SIR JAMES MITCHELL (Nor-
tham) [6.67: While I think it i~ a good
thing te vive road hoards the powers sought,
some limitation should be placed upon them.
1t is possible that a board may decide to
huy land for recreation purposes, when it
alveady has a racecomrse.  Some pyovision
sltondd be made wherehy they ennnot do this
without consnlfing the ratepayers. It the
loen] authurities had to raise money for such
purposes, of conrse the peeple would be
vonsulted,  They coull wot raise a loan
without the anihority of the ratepayers.
That point ought to be considered, 1 en-
tirely approve of the hoards having power
to ereet homes for their emplovees, par-
ticularly in the country distriets, but T think
we shoull stipulate that a sinking fund
should be provided. In the ca<e of a brick
building, 1 per eent. would be sullicient,
with 2 per eent. for wooden buildings. That
point ought to be considered by the member
for York and the Minister for Works. Pro-
vision should alse be made in the Bill that
the VZoard should also charge rent to cover
the cost of the money, vplus sinking fund
anid something for renovations, With these
limitations the clanses of the Bill are neces
sary. U'nder the Federal housinz scheme,
road boards ean borrow money just as the
Government ean from the Fedeval authori-
ties for the erection of homes.

Mr. Latham: Is that at the cheaper rate
of inferest!?

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCUBLL: ¢ think
not.  They oucht to gel the woney at th- -
lowe | prssiyle vate, =ay the Savings Bank
rife, which i~ 3V per eent. 1 hope the
memler for York will oo into this mutter
hefors the Bill reaches the Commitiee stage.
It muy be that under the parent Aect road
Loard~ e eombuel’ed (o ]n'ﬂ\'idv sukine
funds for lnan woenevs. T do not koow
whethier that woenll cover the investnwnt of
loan wmoney< i Fuildines, Meanwhile |
will vare For he seeon readine of e Bill

Chue~tion pnt avd pas-ed.

il tead a zecond time.
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BILL—EDUCATION,
Council’s Message.

Message received from the Couneil, noti-
fying it had agreed to the Assembly’s
amendments Nos, 1 and 2, but had disagreed
lo amendment No. 3 for the rensons set
forth in the schedule.

BILL—MUNICIPAL AND ROAD
DISTRICTS ELECTORAL.

Read o third time and transmitted to the
Couneil.

BILL—LUNACY ACT AMENDMENT,.
Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURAL
WATER SUPPLIES (Hon. J. Conningham
—Kalgoerlie)l [6.12] in moving the second
reading said: This Bill is for the purpese
of remedying defects in the prineipal Aect
with regard o the recovery of maintenanee
fees and medical expenses. The measure
will enable a befter recovery to be made cff
amounts due to the Government. In the
past considerable revenne has  been  lost
owing to defeets in the Act. The Bill also
rrovides for a varying order of the ecomt
in regard 1o payments with the altered eir-
cumstanees of the debtor, and a variation
wherever circumstances permit. Therve is an
obligation on the part of relatives towards
menial cases. It was generally understood
that the department had the power to re-
caver fees, sach as transport fees and the
cost of medieal certifieates, hut it has been
fonnd, owing to defects of the Act, that it
i¥ unable to recover in this way. The Bill
also provides for another alteration in re-
spect of the powers now enjoyed by the
hoard of visitors, TUnder the Aet the board
have power to instruet the Inspector General
of the Insane, but they have never exercised
it. The Inspector General is responsible
to the Minister, and must accept instructions
from (hat quarter, Realising the awkwarl
predicament the Inspector General may he
placed in, the board have never taken ad-
vantage of the powers conferred npon them
by the Aect.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

[ASSEMBLY.]

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURAL
WATER SUPPLIES: Before tea [ was
referring lo a provisien intended to remove
an anomaly in the relations between the
Inspectay General of the Insane and the
Board of Visitors. The Bill proposes to
withdraw from the board the power to issne
instruetions to the Inspector General. Iu
this respect the existing Aect confliets with
a provision of the Public Service Act which
places the Inspector General under the
authority of the Minister. The responsibili-
ties e obligations of an oflicer of the
Public Service are cleavly set out in that
provision of the Public Service Act. For
the power to issne instructions to the In-
speetor Genernl, the Bill proposes to sub-
stitute the right to make rvecommendations
to the Minister, The Baard of Visitors ave
in Mull aceord with the proposed ehange.
Up to the present, most cordial relations
have existed between the Inspeetor Genetal
and the hoard. The board realise that it
wonld be rather foolish on their part to
issue an instruction to the Inspector Gen-
eral, as they nre a body without responsi-
bility¥ and an instruetion from them migit
possibly involve substantial expenditure.
The power fo authorise expenditure is vestml
solely in the Minister, 1 have also re
ferred to a difticnlty whieh has arisen as to
the recovery of moncys due to the Coveru-
ment for doetors’ eertificates, and the
transfer of patients to the reception howe
aud the mental hospital. I do not know that
[ cun throw any further light on the Bill
at this stage, but in Commitiee I shall he
glad 1o give full information regarding the
various clauses. T move—

That the Bill be now read a sceond time.

On motion by Mr. Davy debate adjonrned.

RESOLUTION—COLLIE POWER
SCHEME.

Message received from the Council re-
questing the Assembly’s coneurrence in the
following resolution:—

That in the opinion of this House the Gov-
ernment should forthwith proceed to establish
in the Collic conlficlds area a generating plant
ecapable of supplying electrical current for
lighting and motive power throughout the
whole, or the greater portion, of the State.
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BILL—WATER BOARDS ACT
AMENDMENT.

CounciV’s Amendments,

Schedvle of three gmenduments made by
the Council now considered.

fn Committee,

Sl Lautey in the Chair; the Minister for
Agricultural Water Supplies in charge of
the Bill.

No. I—Clauxe 2. Delele the fiest three
lines, and insert in lieu thereof the follow-
ing:—*In every cose where the Public
Works Departmen;  has expended or may
hereafter  expend money  in providing a
water supply of =nilicient eapacity fo sup-
Ply the reasonahle requitements of the rate-
payers within the wrea to be rated in agri-
cultnral areas,”

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURAL
WATER SUPPLIES: [ move—

That the amendment be not agreed to,

1 adopted, the amendment wounld restrier
the activities of the Water Supply Depart-
ment in providing needed water supplies.
Tt would mean the tightening-up of the de-
partment’s authority. Who is going (v say
what are reasonabie requirements, or that
the proposed supply is of sufficient capa-
vity?  When called upon, the department,
albter investigation, put up an estimate for
a work which in their opinion the people
coneerned ave in a position fo pay for by
way of annual rate. Our agricultural areas
are ahmost entively dependent upon rainfall.

Question put and passed: the Council's
amendment not azreed to.

No. 2—Clausze 2. Insert a new pruviso to
stand as paraprapl (1), as Tollows:—“that
where land is included in a rateable area
which belongs to¢ an owner who has at his
own expense provided a sufficient water sup-
ply for hiz ewn cxelusive use on such land
he shall be exempt from rvates.”

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURAL
WATER SUPPLIES: I move—

That the amendment be not agreed 10.

It is a recognised principle, not only in this
State but throughoutl Anstealia, that the ex-
peaditure of pub'ie munexs on the provision
ar improvement of a water supply enhanees
the value of all »veperties within the dis-
triet. A person may ¢laim that he has ex-
pended even a considerable snm of monuy
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onl L water supply of his own, and yet dur-
ing the yeor of wmeagre raintall he is just
as bady off a3 other settlers. Even as rer
wards wnddeveround water suppiies, a dry
year often depletes wells, During a good
szison, or after w winter of heavy rainfall,
settlers claim to liave adequate water sup-
plies on their own properties; but then a
vear of light rainfall comes along, and
they arve short of water. The same remarks
apply to earth catchments and excavated
tank=., Uunless rain romes in the quantity re-
quired, the vwneirs of sueh facilities are as
badly off as othev pwople. The amendment,
if agreed to, wonld violate n well-recognised
principle.  Even in the metropolitan area
miny pecple have wells and windmills or
vainwater tanks, but they are nevertheless
called upon to pay water rates equally with
others.

Mr. LATHAM: T had hoped that the
Minister would aceept the amendment.
There is a right to rate a holder past whose
property pipes ran: hut a holder who is ten
intles (listant from the supply and has pro-
vided himselt wirth adequate water cannot
reasonably or fuirly be rated. There arve
fariners who pnssess adequate water sup-
plies, and should not be rated. If at any
time such a farmer were found earting
water from the standpipe, the rate should
immedintely he imposed on his property.
There is a vast diffcrence between the metro-
politan water supply and sueh small water
supplies as the I3l covers.  While I am
anxtous that the Minister shall do all he
possibly ean to provide water supplies
thronghout the agricultural areas, T do not
want anything uafaiv to be done. In the
circumstanees, T ikink the Minister shonld
agree to the Cwmeil’s amendments.

Mr. THOMSOX: T hope that the Minister
will accept the amendment, Puring the
course of his yemarks, the Minister said that
if the Government aceepted the amendment,
it would he a departurc fram a recognised
principle, It does not necessarily follow
hecause a departure ts made from an estab-
lished principle, such an aet will not be in
aceorilance with ju-tice. Tf a farmer has
already made provision for hiz own water
supply, he should not be taxed, beeause he
will npt require to take water from the
scheme installed by the Government, The
principle that the inister referred to was
aceepted when we dealt with the Vermin Aet,
aud therefore the same consideration should
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be extended to settlers under the Bill now
before us.

Mr. DAVY: As I understand the Minis-
ter’s proposal, it is to collect water and make
it available at one point in any purticular
avea, from which the people ean earf it.
That water supply will be similar to, but not
so convenient as, the supply every farmer
endeavours to secure for himself on his own
farm. There can bhe no analogy between a
scheme of that deseription and the house-to-
house retienlation in the metropolitan area.
The fact that a man has to pay in the eity
although he may have his own privale well
and windmill, has nothing to do with the
position that will arise under the provisions
of the Bill. L do not see how it can be re-
warded as just to tax people who have
alveady provided themselves, in some in-
stances at great expense, with the very con-
venience that the Minister proposes to make
available to them under the Bill. 1t simply
means that the Minister will ask snech a man
to pay for the individual who has been less
provident, That is earcying lrotherly love
and communism to extremes far beyond any-
thing dreamt of in councetion with the retien-
lation of water in towns.

Mr. Panton: That is only ce-operation.

Mr. DAYVY : I balieve the Couneil’'s amend-
ment s a just and proper one, and I am
disappointed that the Minisfer has not been
able to accept it.

Mr. ANGELO: L hope even at this late
stage, the Minister will see his way clear to
aceept the Conneil’s amendment. The Min-
ister suggested that sometimes people may
consider they have provided themselves with
an adequate water supply, and should that
fuil they will take advantage of the Govern-
ment’s scheme. If that should happen, the
Government eould safeguard themselves by
providing that should a man who has been
exempi from the payment of rates under the
Bill, find his own water supply to fail him,
he may draw his requirements from the
Government supply on pavment of the rates
for the current year.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURAL
WATER SUPPLIES: The member for York
suggested that if a settler had his own water
supply and that supply ran out, he should
be ahle to take advantage of the scheme and
he rated aecordingly. 1f we were to con-
sider a proposal in the light of who should
and who should not be rated, no works of
this description would be pnt in hand at all.

[ASSEMBLY.]

1t has to be remembered that in a year when
the rainfall is good, the mudholes and tanks
are full of water, and farmers who have pro-
vided those supplies may consider they have
made adequate provisions. On the other
liand, what is the position thronghout the
wheat belt to-day? Farmers who believed
they had an adequate water supply have had
to pay heavily for water, hence the demand
for supplies throughout the country distriets.
The department eannot wait until one man
decides whether he has an adequate water
supply, during which period the interests of
the vest of (he settlers will be hung up.
Another important point is that before
money is set aside for any such work, it has
fo be determined whether the revenue to be
serured will be sullivient to meet the charges
on the capifal outlay. That is a matter that
canngl he linkered with, and T advise the
Committee 1o accept the elanse as it is in the
Rill.

Hon. G, TAYLOR: I do not think the
Alintster’s reply will hold good.

Mr, Panton: You do not think it will kold
water.

Hon. G. TAYLOR : Surely there are a
number of farmers in the wheat belt who
have an aderquate water supply, in which
event they should not be called upon to pay
the added impost under the Bill,

The Minister for Agrieultural Water Suy-
plies: And yet tie farmers are asking for
improved water supplies.

Hon, G. TAYLOR: If there are any who
have an ample water supply of theiv own,
their interestz coull be protected.

The Minister for Agricultural Water Sup-
plies: Do you know of anvone in that
position?

Hon. G. TAYLOR: T cannot say.

The Minister for Agrienltoral Water Sup-
plies: T do not think you can.

Hon, G. TAYLOR ; I must aceept the Min-
ister’s statement that there is no settler in
the areas voncerned who has a sufficient
water supply of his own. If that is se, the
Minister would be foolish to aceept the Coun-
ciPs amendment. It does not sound to me
quite correet, however, for if it were, what
bave the scttlers been doing all along with-
out sueh a scheme?

The Minister for Agricultural Water Sup-
plies : The Government are paying away
large amounts for freight on water.

Question put and passed; the Couneils
amendment not agreed to.
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No. 3. Clause 2.—Insert a new proviso to
stand as paragraph (vii.), as follows:—
“that tand shall not he rateable in respeet of
the cost of works constructed prior to the
first day of Janvary, 1925.”

The MINTSTER FOR AGRICULTURAL
WATER SUPPLIES: I move—

That the amendment be agreed to,

Question put and passed; the Council’s
amendment agreed to.

Resolutions reported
adopted.

A committee consisting of the Hon. J. C.
Willeock, THon. J. Cunningham and Mr.
Lindsay drvew up reasous for disagreeing to
two of the Councils amendments.

and the report

Heaxons adopted and a Message aecord-
ingly returned to the Couneil.

BILL—POOR PERSONS LEGAL
ASSISTANCE.

Sevond Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR JUSTICE (Hon.
J. C. Willcock—Geraldton) [8.1] in mov-
ing the second reading said: The Bill fol-
lows out a practice which to varying ex-
tents i5 in existence almost all over the
world. In many countries there is pro-
cedure to enable indigent people to secure
assistance of a legal charaeter. T propose
later on to refer to one or two countries
and detail what has been done in those

places.  When dealing with the Estimates
we know that considerable costs are in-
volved in the administration of justice.

f.ast year under this heading the expendi-
inre was £56,000. So it will be seen that
il 1% necessury to charge some fees in order
that the State should not gratnitousiy ren-
dev services to those able to pay.  Then
there is good reason for the charging of fees
from the standpoint thal 1o a considerable
extent it provides a safeguard against friv-
olpus liteation, 11 it were to cost people
nothing at all to gein aceess to the courts,
we should have all so1ts of frivelous litiga-
tion which would take up the time of the
courts and mezn considerable expense to the
country, Jt is neee-sary that most people
~evking the uid of the courts to establish
their rights should have legal representa-
tion. Very often people can eslablish their
yiehis only through a court of law, and

[73)
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those without means should not for that
reason be deprived of that opportanity te
establish their richts.  Similarly, in erim-
inal cases persuns may have been convicted,
and T suppose have been convicted, because
they have not been represented by exper-
itnced counsel in the presentation of their
cases, Not all the facts of their cases have
Leen placed before the evurt, and in eonse-
gquence of this inadequate representation
these persons, in some instanees, have suf-
fered injustice, and in all instances perbaps
lave been at a disability becanse they could
not adequaiely present their cases to the
court.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Bat they can
irust the jwry, at any rate.

The MINISTER ¥FOR JUSTICK: Bu
aceused persons reguire legal representntion
in the placing of the whele of the faets be-
fore the jury. Many people who suddenly
find themselves in eourt have ne idea of the
procedure or what should be done in the
way of submitting evidence. Many of them
have never before been in court, and on -
finding themselves in the dock they are so
dumbfounded that many points faveurable
to them are not put forward in a way that
will secure justice for them.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Tn serious cases
vou always have found legal representation
for the accused.

The MINISTER FOK JUSTICKE: Yes,
on capital charges it has alwavs been the
custom to supply legal assistance for the
accused  if the aecused is without means.
But in ordinary eases that is not done. As
soon as the Government took office we
placed £100 on the Estimates for the pur-
pose of providing legal assistance when
necessary. However, we have not blazoned
anything about it

Hon. Sir James Miteheli: How much did
you say: L1V a year?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Yes,
we have put £100 a vear on the Esfimates
in order that, if there were one or (wo cases
in whicl it seemed de-irable that legal ns-
sistanee shoald be rendered, we would be
able to supply it

Hon. Sir James Mitchell : But is not €18
too much?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: N,
We spent €100 last year, and nearly the
some amonut the vear hefore. We conld
have spent considerally maore but for the
fnet that it was not generally Fnown. Wher-
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ever it has been proved to the satisinetion
of the Minister and the department that in
the inferesty of justice it was advisable to
supply legal assistance, we have supplied
it.

Mr, Davy: What wonld it cost to nation-
alize ihe profession?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: We
are not dealing with that now. I am not
at all sure that the legal profession are naot
in favour of a measure of this kind. They
have had diseussions on the subjeet, nnd
thev appear to he sympathetic to the idea.

Mr. Davy: They are entirely in favour
of the principle, but whether the applien-
tion of it will be satisfactory remains to be
seen.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: The
Bill is merely to give effeet to the prineiple.
The means whereby that prineiple can be
carried out is entirely in the hands of the
Honse. I am not wedded to the methods
outlined in the Bill; in faet, no methods
are speeifienily outlined, although one or
two are touched upon. But the prineciple
of the Bill is that the State shall be in o
position to grant to people without means
lecal aid where it is warranted. Of conrse
not every Tom, Dick or Harry charged
with an offence will be assisted. T in the
opinion of the department there is no real
necessity to grant legal aid, it need not be
done. In any event the person to be as.
sisted must prove that he is without suffi-
cient means to pay the legal costs, Under
this item of €100 on the Fstimates good
work has heen done. Buf the time has
ecome when something more systematie
should be bronght into operation, so that
evervbody in the unfortunate position of
vequiring legal assistance might know that
there is a certain procedure to go through
for the obtaining of that assistanee. Then
if in the opinien of the Minister, or the
officers detailed to maks inquiry to the eir-
cuzistances of those people, it is deemed ad-
visable to render legal assistance, that as-
sistanee will be granted. Very offen peo-
ple have not the means to engage legal aid
for the vproper presentation of their cases.
Then, because of some little complication
arising during the hearing of a case, an
applieant before the court might lose the
advantage of securing maintenance from
people entitled to pay maintenance. The
medieal profession through their services
in hosvitals demonstrate that in regard

[ASSEMBLY.]

to health an educated section of the com
munity are prepared to grant their services
free in order that suffering humanity mighi
be relieved, at all events to a certain ex-
tent. The State, tou, through its hospitals
has eontributed very largely to the same
e, We have even gone further, for the
Minister for Health has established a den.
ta) clinic where free service is given to in-
digent people whose teeth require atten.
tion. Good lealth perhaps is wmore import-
aut than material wealth. But it does
sonetimes occur in civie life that a man
may possibly lose his liberty because of his
own inadequate presentation of his case to
the court. Points favourable to himself are
not brought forward at the proper time,
and so he may lose his liberty for a con-
sidevable period. Although health may he
almost everyvthing, most people will agree
that i man’s liberty should be safeguarded
in cvery possible way. At any rate, the
lack of a comparatively small amount of
money should not deprive a man of an
opportunity adequately to present his case
so that hig liberty may not he endangered.
It might be thought that the furnishing of
this legal aid will cost a econsiderable
amount. But similar legislation exists in
South Australia, wherve it was introdueed
in 1923, and in Vietoria, where it was in-
troduiced last vear or the year before. Dur-
ing my vistt to the Fastern States 12
months ago T diseussed the operation and
aduinistration of those Aects, which are
similar to this Bill, and T find that ealy
a small stafl i3 required. One man, termed
the publie solicitor, deals with the whole
of the cases, and all the assistance he has
18 from a typist. So at the ontside the
whole thing costs less than a thonsand
pounds. Tn Victoria a publie solicitor was
not appointed for some time and arrange-
ments were made in nther ways. Tf this
Bill passes T do not think the Government
will rush in and appoint a public solicitor
in 2 week or two. We may make some
arrangement with the Law Socicty ar the
Rarristers’ Board to undertake cases and
give a measure of legal assistance just as
the medieal profession give medieal assis-
fance to poor persans.

Mr. Davy: You will not be slipping
backward in helping in this way.

The MINTSTER FOR JUSTICE: T am
pleased to have the assurance of the hen.
member. The matter has not heen disenssed
with either of those bodies. but any co-
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operation on thewr part will be heartily
welcomed by the (Government, The prin-
ciple hns been in existence in this Statc
for a number of years, but the procedure
1< s hampered by econditions that very
little use is made of the rules of the eonrt
that enable poor people to gain the advan-
tace of legal aid.

Mr. Davy: It was all right wheu the
rules were originally framed about 130
Years ago.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: That
ts richt. A poor person who requives legal
aid has< to see a soliertor and impress vpon
hiny the necessity for taking up the case.
The solicitor has then to wake application
to the judge and the judge has to assign
counsel. This means that the solicitor who
takes up the case and gets the order made
for legal assistanee has to do the job. If
one man got the reputation for taking up
aueh eases, T am afraid he wonld have any
number of elients. Tn the cirenmstances
little has been done in that way, although
the prineciple is in existence at present. I
have before me a hook printed by the
League of Nations giving details of what
ogenrs in many countries of the world io
provide legal aid for poor persons. I pro-
pose to mention one or two representative
eases g0 that the House will realise that
we are not seeking to introdnce any
vevolutionary proposal. Tt is a prin-
ciple that has heen adopted in many
parts of the world, although the de-
tails differ in  vavious countries. In
Encland poor persons apply for a eertifi-
cate tn a committee eonsistine of solicitors.
Poor Porsons Committees have beon estah-
lished in Fondon nnd in nearly 80 places
in the provinres. The hook savs—

A ecortifieate nnder this order means a cer-
tifiertn igsued by the Low Sociely or by any
vrovineial law seecioty  (after ineniry Ly n
vnmmitter aupninted by the sorietvy and an-
nrovad by the Lord Chaneellor and hereirpft:r
ealled the enmmittee) signed by two members
of tho eammittes prevent at the Snauiry and
eevtifvine (13 That the onar ver-on ie not
warth a «om evpeedine €50 feaxelndine wear-
ing apparel, tools of trade, and the suhjeet
watter of sueh proeecdinesy or in apecinl eir-
enmstonees 4 cam net execedine £100, and (2)
Thnt the usual incove- from all sourees of the
poor porson does not exeeed £2 a week. or in
sveeial cirenmetances o osnm nat exeeeding £4
« weele: and (3Y Tn matrimanial eauses whers
the wif~ ia the poor nerson. in addition te (1)
and (2} either: (oY That th~ pamr person
«p 1 hap hushond are not warth 1he smount
wpeeifind in (1Y, and that their [dnint ineome
lons not exceed the amount specifiml tn ¢2Y:
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or (b that it is reasonable in the circum-
stances that the poor person should be admit-
ted to take, defend or be a party to the pro-
ceedings as o poor person; and if so whether
the proceedings are limited to such pruceedings
as are neeessary to enable the applicant to
olitnin security for her costs or are to extend
to uny, and what furtiter or other proceedings ;
amd (4) .I‘hat the poor person has reasonable
grounds for takiug or defending or being 2
party to such proceedings.

All those things have to be cstablished be-
fore the committee and, when they have been
established, u cerlificate may be granted. In
Beotland the procedure is somewhat simi-
Lir- -

LI the party’s health admit of it, he shall

appear  personally  before the minister and
elders at the time and place to be appointed
by them to he examined as to the faets re.
quired by the suid schedule; and the minister
i elders shalt then certify how far the state-
weni given Ly the party consists with thoeir
own proper knowledge or that of any one of
thun}, or whether its credit rests on the infor.
mation o'f others or solely on the statement of
the Applicant, in which latter case they shail
certity whether he be of good character and
worthy of eredit.
After making inquiries into the applicant’s
financial circumstances, if they are satisfied,
Le obtains a certificate and is able to get
legal aid. In Roumania persons eligible for
legal assistance are those who can produce
evidence of poverty in the shape of a cer-
tificate emanating in the large towns from
the local police authorities and in the de-
partments from the collector of taxes., This
certifteate  indicates the applicant’s assets,
his oceupation, the number of persons in his
Tamily and iheir ages. The director of the
legal aid bureaun decides whether the person
applving for legal aid fulfils the eenditions
entitling him to sach aid,  Any party who
eon=ider= himself agerieved by the decision
of the director of the leeal aid bureau may
apply to the Dean of the Order of Adve-
rates. whose decision is final.  Much the
same proeedure is tollowed in other parts
of the world. Tn the Union of South Afriea
the nrncedure js as follows:—

'T.n civil cases in the -nprrior eourts of the
Tnion, it is not only nossible, bat o motrer of
everviny occurronce under rules of conrt ex.
1sting in every nrovinee for n person to abtain
the leave of the coort to su 6r defend in
forma vauperis. Befare the leave of the rourt
19 thus given, it is neeessary for =ueh nereon
te apply to the court stating on affidacit thar
he is vessegted of mreans not cxeeeding £10 jy,
some riovinees or £25 in other provinees,
The principle is somewhat simiar to onv
prartice that in eapital eases all Jegal assist-
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ance is granted. Right through this book is
information collated by the League of
Nations on this question. I shall lay the
book un the Table so that members may be
able to pernse it and satisfy themselves
that the principle of this measure has re-
ceived world-wide recognition.

Mr. Latham: [ do not think there will he
muck opposition to il.

The MIN1ISTER FOR JUSTICE:
not think there will be,

Hou. G. Taylor: Read the Bill first.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: I am
merely explaining the principles on which
we are aeting. T will outhine the provisious
of the Bill. I am surprised to find from the
pabliention that so much has been done 1n
7ariovs countries.

Hon. G Taylor: We are hehind most of
them in this partienlar legislation?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Wa
are not hehind them, bot our procedare does
not give many people an opportunity to
take advantage of the Supreme Court rules.

Mr. Davy: I darvesay the Finglish race
initiated this legislation 150 years agwe.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Prob-
ably so, Althongh different methods arce
adopted in different States of the Common-
weulth, practically the same resuit 15 sought
and that is in eriminal eases to defend per-
sons without sufficient means and in ewvil
enses 1o conduct proceedings on hehalf of
destitnte persons whether they are sming or
heing sued. In CGreat Britain the Taw
Society undertake this work, certain legal
praciitioners have their names on the list
and they may be called upon to grant Jegal
aid to poor persoms. Tn New South Wales
there is a poblie solieitor who looks into the
cases and advises the Minister whether thev
are worthv of (tovernment assistance. We
are net oing to allow people promisenonsly
to obtain assistance. We have to be satis
fied that the case is one that might properly
be faken np with a view to giving the per-
son assistance.  That having heen demon-
strated and a certificate having heen given,
{he person will he at liberty to proceed with
his ense,

My, Teesdale: Does it apply to divoree
cases

The MINTISTER FOR JUSTICE: Yes;
the principle applies to divorce cases now.

Mr. Teesdale: Then vou will have plenty
of work.

L do
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Hon. G. Taylor: We shall all have the
wind up now,

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: 1f the
Lion. member reads the Supreme Couri rules
he will find they contain the procedure
whereby a person can take action in forma
pauperi+. On oceasion that procedure has
heen availed of, but not to any extent.

Mr. Teesdale: There is no stipulation as
to income,

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Not
to inenme, but to total capital resources.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: We are having
a wonder{ul lot of Bills this session.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: This
measure may prove of considerable assist-
anee to certain people.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: To lawyers.

Mr. Davy: Tt will not assist the lawyers
a bhit.

The MINISTER ¥OR JUSTICE: Per-
baps the member for West Perth will say
it will give opportunities to people who
have not sufficient means to take a case to
court, hut the lawyers will not make very
much out of it. On the other hand I think
the lawyers will give free of eharge services
that usually have been charced for. In
Queensland the same practice is followed
cveept that the provisions are made under
the Public Curator’s Aet, and it is the Pub-
lic Curator who, if required by the Minister,
provides the asistanee in civil eases, and
there is also a public defender appointed
for criminal cases. In South Australia a
public solicitor has heen appointed. The
Bill proposes that following the practice
elsewhere a poor person means a person
who iz not worth £50 excluding wearing
apparel, tools of trade, ete, and who has
not earned the basic wage under lbhe arbi-
tration court’s award during the previous
twelve months.  There is one difficulty in
providing that an applicant mmst not have
£50 or, if he has less, he will be entitled to
legal assistance. Many people are improvi-
dent. They may have had £300, £400 or
£500 during the year and mav have made
no provision for the fuature. They
may then find themselves with no
resources and on getting into trouble
might want the State to go to their
assistance. There are men who follow
nomadic occupaiions. T am not libelling
any section of tke community when T say
that many shearers earn £300 or £400 in the
course of five or six months. After they
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bave speut four o1 live months in Perth they
may find themselves without a peany, and
if they got into trouble, they might think it
the duty of the State to provide free legal
assistance for them. That 15 not the class
of person we want to assist; we want to
assist those people who have not the oppor-
tunity, through lack of earning capacity,
to approach the eourt. Tf a person is being
detrauded and he has not the means to en-
ahle him fo take the ecasze to court, that
person should nov be denied the chance of
obtaining his rights, and in such an instance
the community would not want that person
to suffer what might be undue hardship.
If the ease is a good one, no matter azainst
whom the claim might he, a person should
be entitled to assiztance to conduct his case.
Where {wo or more persons are conunilted
jointly for the same offence—that is on the
eriminal side—thc publie solicitor will con-
sider whether the defence can be condueted
by the same solicitor, aud if not, then a
second solicitor most be appointed to defend
the second perser. On the civil side, the
rules of the Supreme Conrt are extended to
apply to ; ersons being dealt with under the
Act.  The anomaly which has previously
existed through the necessity to obtain a
legal practitioner’s certificate that the case
is a lit one, will be removed by the fact that
it will he the puliic -olicitor who will offi-
eially decide the guestion. Cn application
beingy made, the matter will be referred to
the public solicitor and according to the re-
quirements of the case, the public solicitor
or some other practitioner will be assigned
by the Minister. Where costs are recovered
by a person whosi- caze has been conducted
as a poor person, the costs will be paid to
the Crown as a refund of Crown expendi-
ture. [If in any civil proceedings taken on
behalf of a poor person the poor person
recovers an amount exceeding £50, then the
costs the Crown hus been put to may be re-
couped from such amount, provided that
such costs shall not exceed one-fourth of the
amount involved, The Crown will not pro-
vide lemal assista.ce for people who desire
to take up speculative eases. If the merits
of the case are sufficiently good, then only
will lecal assistance be provided. In draft
ing the Bill the whole of the laws in Eng.
jand and in the other Siafes on this ques-
tion have been considered with a view to
providing a working scheme that will be
up to date. It will be agreed that there is
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necessity for the Bill, and if it is noi availed
of it will show 1hai we are a prosperouns
connunity. Unfertunately, however, dur-
ing the thwe I havi been Minister for Justice
! have received many applications for as-
sistanee of thiz nature. In many instances
if assistance is not granted to the people
who seek it, an irjustiee to them will result.
I move—

That the Bill ne now reail a sccond time.

On motion by M

journed,

Davy, debate ad-

BILL—HOSPITAL FUND,

Second Reading.

Pebate resumed from the 22nd Navember,

HON, SIR JAMES MITCHELL (Nor-
tham) [837]: I marvel that the Minister
has the temerity to bring down this Bill. I
remember the outery and the storm of abuse
for which a similar Bill was responsible in
my time. And that was not a Bill drafted
in the way the Bill we are now diseu<<ing
has been submitied to us.

The Minister for Health: You are quite
right.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: This is
purely an official Bill, in which the Minister
takes noi the slightest interest. If he had
been inferested in it he would nof have in-
trodueed it. There wns n select commiltee
appointed (o deul with the previous Hospi-
tals Biil, and they reported favourably, Ali
the same, they were in disgrace for a long
time afterwards,

The Minister for Health: They were in
that mueh disgrace that you did not intro-
doce a Bill on the lines recommended by
them. They presented a report and wou
submitted a Bill in opposition to that re-
port.

Hon. 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: Nothing
of the sort. This is one of the things the
Minister objected to when he was sitting on
this side of the House. Now he and his
collengues approve of it beeause he is sit-
ting on the Treasury bench. Really the
Government are very difficult to understand.

Mr. Panton: Well, do 'vou agree with
the Rill?

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: There
are some things in the Bill that are new.
Since we considered the previous Hospitals
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Bill some time ago we have pussed a Work-
ers’ Compensation Act which alters the sit-
uation. I notice that the employer will stili
bave to pay and that the worker will have
to pay. The employer will have fto pay
twice over; he will pay the insurance com-
pany and he will pay under the Workers'
Compensation Act, The payment will he
heavy, oo, Another mafter iz the taxation
of Uovernment seeurities.  Af the present
time theose securities arve exempi from taxa-
tion.

The Minister for Health: We are not tax-
ine seeurilies that ave not taxable to-day.

Hon. 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: Again,
if n man eannot produce prouvl that be be-
longs to a union, he will not get hospital
assistanee. No ticket, no hospital, Recently
it was no rickel, no jub. Now it 1= no ticket,
no hospital, 1t is proposed to make the em-
ployer the tax gathever. He is to keap
stamps. 1 suppose if the employer has no
stamps, he will bave to gel some, ¢ven
though he may have to o 50 wiles for
them. A nuan getting £2 a week will have
to pay 3d. Then if a hoy is put on a farm
to learn farming he wiil still have to pay
13464, a week, because he gets his board.

The Minister for Health: We don’t want
too many of them in Western Anstrealin.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHETL: No, the
Alinister does not want too many people
eployed. The Ritt will give trouble right
through, and that scems to bo the desire of
the Minister, There is no provision to eom-
pel an employee to give a receipi for wages.
What wili the emplover do in a case of that
zsorf? The JMinister will have L. 101l us in
Committec what he will do. verybody
why gives employment will have to file 1e-
eeipts and the workers will have to carry
rereipts about with themn.

Mr. A, Wanshrough: That will he a ter-
rible hurden.

Hon. Sir JAMRES MITCHELL:  Yes,
and it will he aquite unnecessary.

e, Marshall: Tt will be an inesnven-
ience

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHFELL: The Min-
ister praposes to commandeer the assistance
of the Commonwealth officials, They are to
berome eollectors nnder the Hill.

Mr. Marshall:  And so will the State

officinls he collectors.
Ton. Rir JAMES MITCHELL.: We have
a perfeet right to employ the State officials,
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but T don’t know thai we ean employ t
Commonwealth officials,

The Minister for Health: Yos; don't o
pay them now £32,000 a vear to collect o
{axes?

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELIL.: They w
have to collect the tax for the Minister.
shall be very glad if the Commonwealth Go
ernment can he compelled by this measure
do the collecting; 1 do not think they ca
The manager of the Commouwealth Bar
would have to see that his officers paid tl
fax.

The Minister for Health : Why should m
he as well as the manager of the Bank «
New South Wales?

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL : Wh
would happen if the TFederal Parliamer
without asking the permission of the Stal
Governmment passed a law that State officia
must do something? T know what the Stal
Government would say. When the Bill {
impose a tax of 1d., not 114d., in the poun
was infrodueed, the State finances were i
an e¢ntirely diffevent position. We had ne
then entered into the Financial Agreemen
which will enable us to shirk our respons
bility to pay £400,000 per year to the sink
ing fund trnstees in London. We now hav
a Yederal grant to help us, and generally ou
financial position ought to be mueh hette
than it was when we received a million
year less in gross revenne. If there was nee
for special taxation for this special purpos
then, there should not be any such need now
Morcover, one should always hesitate to im
pose speeial taxation for speeial purpose:
heecause one never knows wheve it wili end
The Premier, in introducing the Annua
Estunates, said he thought a fixed som shoul
he sef aside for edueafion, which of cours
means that whatever may be required beyom
that sum would have to be found by som
means or other, presumably a special tax. .
hope speeial taxation will not be systemati
cally imposed to meet the cost of speeial ser
vices. The fund to be created under the Bil
is to be administered by » trust. I objeet
trusts and boards managing funds of thi
zort,  Someone responsible to  Parliament
someoue sitting here, should be responsibli
for the fund. When the entertaimments ta:
was collected as a speeial fund, it was vestec
in the Minister. That was perfectly )usti
fied, but now we find that the Ministr wmervely
transters (ke lomp swum to the Treasurer
We understood that the procceds of the taz
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were to be retained by the Minister for
the doing of special work that could not be
doue under the vote. But the proceeds
are simply paid as a lump sum into the
Treasury. They ought to go direct to the
Treasury. If funds are to be collected, they
eertainly should be held by the Treasurer,
and vertainly should be subject to appro-
priation by Parliament. The Treasurer
wonhl naturally hold funds resnlting from
this Bill in trust for hospitals, and the
House would vote the amount. The Minis-
tei should aceept the responsibility under
the Hill, and propesals for expenditurs
should come down to the House. [n (his
mslanee it is wrong to have a trust. We
have here 50 members who represent tha
whole of the State, and who know the re-
guircments of their various distriets much
better than n board of the most eompetent
oflicials =itting in Perth could know them.
Moreover, we are better able to take into
account the interests of the people gener-
ally than e¢an any hoard appeinted from
anywhere. 1 hope that before the Bill gets
through Committee the Minister will agree
to take the responsilility he is paid to take.
Recently we have heavrd a good deal about
boards and commissions appointed by the
Federal Government, hut this State is just
as had. We have boards and cominissions
sitting on all sorts of subjects. I do not
know what tempted the Minister to bring
dawn the Bill at this late hour of the ses-
sion, and T do not «quite know how the Bill
wns drafted.

Tue Niinister for Ilealth: It was dratéed
by the 1'arliamentary Draft=man,

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: He sim-
ply got from the Minister, or from someone
else, the ideas and licked them inte shape.
He has no responsibility for the imposition
of the tax or for the conditions imposed.

The Minister for Health: I am respon-
sible for those things.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I am
vary sorry to hear that the Minister is re-
sponsible for every word in the Bill. If so,
he has made a nice mess of the preparation
of the measure. He should consider it seri-
ously hefore it zets into Committee, because
we have to see that a Bill which iz passed
is workable.

The Minister for Health: There will not
be cven a ripple on the surface when the
Bill iz in Committee.
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Hown. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Surely
the Mimsier will agree that it is ridiculous
to inake people pay twice over for the same
hospital accommodation. Surely he wiii
agree that it is monstrous. Surely he will
azree that the income to be taxed should be
not greater than the income which is taxed
now.

The Minister for Health: T do not ugree
with that at all.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL :
proposal is ridiculous.

The Minister for Health: That is your
opinien.

Hon. Rir JAMES MITCHELL: In in-
troducing the Poor V’ersons Legal Assist-
anee Bill the Minister for Justice had no
idea that only an odd person here and there
in the community would want the services
of a lawyer. The Minister thought every-
one would want the ussistance of an advo-
eate. Similarly, in introdncing the present
Rill the Minister imagines that a great many

The

people will want to go into hospital, and

therefore will not enly pav under the Bil)
but will derive advantage from it. Tin
tens of thonsands of people never go near
& hospital.

The Minister for Health: I hope T shall
never require any benefit from the Bill, and
so does every sensible man.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELT.: But a
man  drawing a Ministerial salary iz one
thing, and a worker on the minimum wage
is quite another thing. Tt is nseless to sav
that it is nothing for a man receiving £200
a wvear to pay 300 pence to the hospitel
fund. Te many people 25s. annually is a
consideration. Under the Bill the man who
falls sick does not get medical attention,
hut merely hospital accommodation. Many
sick people prefer to stay in their own
homes; if thev do, thev will get nothing
under the Bill. No doubt if a person goes
into a private hospital, there is an allow-
ance of 8s. per day: but sick people remain-
ing in their own homes will get nothing
under the Bill except the pleasure of pay-
ing, T do not know how £217.000 can he
raised every vear largely from the workers
of the State without someone feeling it. Tt
will be felt. Tt is an enormous sum nf
money to raise on top of the present tasa-
tion, Tt will mean £217.000 withdrawn from
employment, taken from industryv. paid int»
a Government fund and probably not nzed
there. FHvery fime we impose taxation we
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destroy a chance of the workers getting work.
Tt is foolish of us to imagine that we cau
gzo on,indefinitely taking money from the
men who are enterprising and energetic and
hrainy enough to provide employment for
the people. Most of the employers here ave
nol rich men; most of them a short thne ngo
were workers. Beeaunse of their energy and
ability they have heen able to muke some
progress in life, The propesed tax will
almost amonnt o 10s. per head of the
pepitlation—nen, women, and children, It
is bound to lmve some effeet on employ-
ment.  The Bill not only provides hospital
accommodation  for the people-——Heaven
knows how they will all be able to get into
the hospitals—but also provides that any
moeney over may he used for building, reno-
valion, painting anil decorating of hospitals,
a1 suppose for the supply of finniture
and other requirements of hospitals. Tt is
new that all thie people should have to
pay for those things. Tp to now we have
saill that there shall be certain exemptions.
I suppose not more than 10 per cent. of the
peaple pay direci taxation to the State
Treasurer. I do not know how many people
will pay under the Bill, but everybody earn-
ing over £1 per week will have to pay, and
so0 will anyone whno gets his board and earns
anvihing whatever.  Thus probably every-
hody at work would have to pay, even the
TG-vear old youngster.

Mr. Marshall: The newshoy in the street.

lon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Yes.
That is new in (axation. Hitherto we have
exempted such people. If there be any
money over, it will be used for building and
renovating hospitalz. T suppose the Alinister
knows wlether the persons I refer to ean
pay 114d. in the pound from their wages,
and whether it is necessary to make them do
z0. 1 understand that under the Revenue
Fstimates a fixed ~um of £90,000 is to be
provided annunally by the Treasurer. It is
havdly likely that with the £40,000 received
from the entertminments tax there will be
€217,000. If so0, that would give ns £350,000.
Amnflier point forgotten by the Minister is
that if he sunceeeds in  getting the Bill
passed and if the woney is handed over to a
trust to be hanked with the Treasurer, the
Treavurer should pay interest on the hal-
ance to the credit ol the account from time
to time, The Treazury will be saved interest
en that money, and therefore the Treasnrer
shonld payv interesl on the money in the
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fund. [ hope the Minister has not forgot-
ten that peint.

The Minister for IMealth: No: T disenssed
that with the Treasurer.

Hon. 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: But not
wilh mueh sueeess, I am afraid. Hon.
members who are interested in the appoint-
went of the trust 1o control the fund, should
see to it that the Bill is amended so that
the Premier will have to pay the money into
the Savings Bank vhere it will earn inter-
ost.

M. Latham: But the Savings Bank
conld not take such o large amount, and pay
interest on it.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: We can
amend the Act so as to enable interest to
bhe paid up to axy amount that we may
state. However, illi¢ guestion of interest on
the meney paid into the fund can be safely
left in the Lands of members opposite, If
there was no need for additional taxation
in years gone by, there does not seem to be
any need for it to-day, and T eannot under-
stand why the Minister should introduce
such a Bill at the present time. Mowever,
the Bill has been introduced, and I cannot
understand why it does not contain many of
the provisions I have referred to.

MR, MARSHALL (Murchison) [9.1]: I
do not intend to cast a silent vote on the
measure. | welcowe its introduction with
mixed feelings. Although I do not agree
with the Leader of the Opposition regard-
ing the relationship between the Bill and
the measure introduced by his {iovernment,
1 am surprised at some of the unomalies to
be found in the Bill now bhofore ns. The
(iovernment propose to continue the pay-
ment of the present subsidies to hospitals
and whatever money is collected nnder the
provisions of the Bill will be in addition
lo that amount. To that extent the Bill
has something to recommend it beyond the
legizlation that was introduced by the Mit-
chell Government. However, T cannot agree
with the prineiple upon which the taxation
proposal is based. There <xe two reasons
for my attitude. Firstly, I am doubtful
ahout the prineiple of the introduction of
a speeial tax for a special purpose, and
secondly, it passes my comprchension as
tn how the Government can argue that a
person in receipt of a paliry £1 a week
should he compelled to contribute 1l4d. in
the form of taxation, in return for which
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that individual may secure free bospital
treatment should he reyuire it. It has ever
been admitted by even the most conserva-
tive Tory (iovernment that he should pay
who was in the best posilion io pay. The
attitnde of the present Minister is that it
is of little concern to him what the posi-
ion of the taxpayer will be. It may be an
urchin whoe has been shoved out into the
world to earn some money to assist in the
upkeep of his aged parents, or of his
brothers and sisters. Notwithstanding what
the position of that wrehin may be, he will
have to contribute 114d. out of his paltry
€1, The Minister goes further and says
that if a person should receive free board
and lodging and receive 13s. a week in
addition, that individual will be regarded
as earning 33s. a week and will have to
pay a tax of 3d. I do not like that idea,
Rather de I adhere to the opinion ex-
pressed by the Premier, when he was
f.ender of the Opposition, that the proper
method of raising taxation for the main-
tenance of our hospitals is a super tax on
all incomes on a graduated basis, Under
that scheme those best able to pay, will
be made to pay while those who are nut i
the position to do so, will be exempt Erom
payment. T eannot for the life of me un-
derstand what has inspired the Minister o
depart from that hasis.

My, Tatham: Surely Caucus gave him
permission to do so!

Mr. MARSHALL: Compared with the
conelaves of the executive of the Primary
Producers’ Association, the deliberations of
Canens are far more liberal!

Mr. Withers: The member for York does
not know the meaning of the word.

Mr. MARSHALL: I am not concerned
as fto whether the Minister has found
~rounds upon which to change his opinion,
for I am opposed to his proposal for the
reason that I believe that no one will be
in receipt of a wage of €1 a week as his
total income, unless it is due to economic
pressure. Fwven an wurchin would refuse
such a pittance for =ervices rendered un-
less compelled to accept the payment in
order to live. 8o I say that the principle
upon which the taxation is based is alto-
gether wrong and the eontention advanced
hy the Premier, when he was Leader of the
Opposition, was more correct. However, T
congratulate the Minister upon making an
endeavour to do something to maintain our
hospitals. Their financial position has
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been unsatisfactory and the position to-day
is not getfing any betfer. There is little
doubt that public pressure has been wre
or less responsible for the Ministers' activi-
ties. 1t is easy to follow the dictates of a
popular outery. .\ Minister’s activities in
such circumstances are the more enjoyable
because the lines followed are those that
everyvone declares to be right. For many
vears the people have deelared that it was
right to impose taxation of this deseription.
In his desire to comply with pnblic opinion,
the Minister overlooked the fact that the
method of taxation he proposes is one that
will wieet with great opposition from thosa
who best know the position of people ieast
able to bear that added burden.

Mr. Mann:  What do you wunggest the
minimum should be?

Mr. MARSHALL: T will deal with that
peint in Cominittee. [ go further in my
eriticism and say that nolwithstanding the
fact (hat the Minister lhas made an en-
deavour to raise funds under the provis.ons
ot the BiYl to provide for the maiulenance
of our hospitals, the methods he proposes
to adopt i the distribution of the funds
to he raized will be absolutely inequitable.
They will not apply fairly and they will
nol be just. Hospitals in the outer parts of
the State will not get an adequate relurn
a4 the beds available ave not always fully
ocenpied.  The basis of the distribution of
the funds, as well as the means proposed
for the collection of the tax, guite
wrong, T have a circular that enables us
to et at whal was in the Minister s mind,
for il emanated from the Minister’s office.
It was sent out to some of the hospilals.

The Minister for Health: Every hospital
in the State reecived nne of those eicenlavs.

Mr. MARSHALL: The ecirenlar eontains
the following:—

are

Shortly stated, the Bill provides that, with
ihe exeeption of persons receiving less than
£1 per wek, every person in the State earning
or receciving any form of income whatsoever,
shall contribute at the rate of 135d. in the
pouml fowards a benefit fund. and in return
he, together with his wife and family, reecives
the henefit of free hospital attention when
siek.

In the goldficlds centres, we de not wanl
anxthing of the sort, hecause we already
enjov that privilege. We have provided
for oumrzelves in rerard to that particular
vequirement. Now we arc to he asked to
snbscribe, under statutory authority, to a
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fund that in the opinion of the Govermnent
will provide for a nationalied scheme.
What haz been open to the people of the
goldbields is open to those residing in any
other part of the State. The workers at Meeka-
tharra are paying l1s. 6d. per week to-day
to assure for themselves, their wives and
families, hospital treatment should it be re-
quired. Now we are to be asked to forego
a part of that scheme—I do not know how
we ean do so—and it is argued by the de-
partiment and by the Minister for Health
that a proportion of the ls 6d. per week
can go (o the doetor and the remainder o
the hospital, But no one ean say what the
respeetive proportions will hel There is
nothing in the Bill to guide us.  The Meeka-
tharra people will have to pay a lax of
1'ad. in the pound per week, and they will
not he any better off for the maintenance
of the hospital. There is nothing in the
Bill to indieate what will be available apart
from the subsidy of 6< per day per bed
occupied. [ know that the department de-
clares that if the Bill is agreed to the
officials will see to it that money is forth-
voming from Consolidated Revenue so that
we shall not make any loss. By that means,
they suggest, the difference between the act-
ual eost of maintenance aml the payment
of Gz, per day per hed oecupied, will be
made up. Is that sof

The Minister for Health: That is so.

My, MARSHALL: Then why is that not
nubieced in the Bill?

The Minister Health:
necessity for if.

My, MARSHALL: What is the good of
the Minister suggesting that what is in his
mind will be given effeet to?  There is
nothing before us to guarantee that that
will be s0. W are asked to vote on the Bill
ny it is before us, not as the Minister thinks
it 1s.  Altbough T have not been a member
of Parliament for many years, I have
learnt, during the {ime 1 have been a mem-
ber, that it is well to be dubious regarding
what is in a Minister’s mind. I have learnt
that it is wise to vote upon what we have
actnally before the Chair, and to disre-
gard what a Minister may say is in his
mind. Jt the Government propose to do
anvthing concrete along the lines indieated
by the Minister for Health, they should in-
clude provisions to make the position elear
in the Bill itself, 1f that were done we

fur There 1s no
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would know exactly what we were voting
for-  In another portion of the depart-
mental eireular it is stated—

The Bill, therefore, from the polnt of view

of the general publie, provides that every per-
son shall become a contributor to the fund
anl in return shall receive certain benefit when
sick. In this respeet that Bill simply extends
to & national basis, the numerous hospital
funds which are at present in existence, and
whose operations already affect approximately
30,000 people. ‘“These funds have proved very
pencheial, und have stabilised the finances of
those hospitals in conjunetion with which
they are worked. Tt is considered that the
¢xtension of the principle on a national foot-
ing will have a similar beneficial effect on all
other hospitals, as well as extending the
Benefit SBociety prineiple to the people gener-
ally.
I do not disagree with thai, but we have
already established our-elves on tiis basis
and if we vote for the measure the danger
is that we shall be assisting other hospitals
to get something that we in our turn will
lind that throngh eontributing to their hos-
pitals we shall be unable to get Eor our own,
And it is doubtful whether loen! elfort will
be abolished, even if the Bill Le passed.
That is in the civenlar, .\ lot of it is meve
assumption. But take the rest of it—

Instead of raising debits and colleeting ac-
counts from individual patients, the hospitals
will reecive from the foned payment at the rate
of 63. per day for all patients (excepting
maternity, venereal, repatriation, and work-
cra’ compensation cases which are at prescnt
otherwise provided for).

And so it goes on. tnder the Bill. any in-
dividual worker whe finds himself covered
in point of injury by the Workers’ Com-
pensation Act, can go inte hospital and re-
ceive medical treatment free up to £100.
But if an individual findg himself so
severely injured that the amount under the
Workers’ Compensation Aet does not cover
him-—I do not know of such a case vet,
hut we can expect serious aceidents to hap-
pen—I ¢an see that if T were injured to-
morrow so badly as to cost me more than
£100 in medical and lospital attention, I
would be excluded from the operations of
the Bill, and so I would have to pay; al-
though T had been contributing to this fund,
or the other fund, or to both, I would be
excluded from admission to hospital under
the Bill.

The Minister for Health: No.

Mr. MARSHATL: But I say yes. When
we get into Committee I will see how the
Minister explains it. T say the Bill does
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not provide for such a case af all. [t speciii-
cally exempts anybady in receipt of work-
ers’ compensation.

The Minister for Health:
read it.

My

You have nof

MARSHALL: | huve read it
thoroughly. Now we come to the wethod
of collecting the tax. I agree with ihe
Minister that the stamp system i< the maost
stmple and most econnmical and probably
the most efficient. But the eomplex manner
adopted by the Minister for doing the job
is renlly wonderful. If the cmployer ¢hinoses
to come under the one section, every worker
will have to carry with him what is known
as a fund eard. Wlhen pay-day comes
around he has to attach a stamp or portion
of a stamp thereto and have it cancelled by
the employer. On the other hand, the em-
ployer must have his wages sheet and must
attach to that wages sheet the other half of
the stamp and bave it cancelled by the em-
ployvee. If the department had studied it
out for twelve months they could not have
evolved a more complicated method.

Mr. Teesdale: And look at the strain of
licking the stamp, too!

Mr. MARSHATLL: There might not be so
inuch in that, for the hon. member probably
wonld be available at any time. The stamp
method is a good and simple one, but it is
difficult to see why the Minister has gone
to all thiz duplication of signatures and
eancellation, and even proposes to divide
a stamp into two. Tt is zoing to ineonveni-
ence every man, for when pay-day comes
around it will be the very day on which the
fund card bhas been left at home. 8o n
man will not be able to collect his money
until he gmoes and gets the eard and pays
his tax.

Hon. G. Taylor: Tt will be the very day
on which he will have the card with him.

Mr. MARSHALL: Tt will not. Almost
aevery employee knows pav-day when it
comes around. but T am duhious as {o the
number who will remember to have the fund
cards with them on that day. The method
is verv complicated and is not nearly so
good as the one provided in the publie ser-
vice. T know that the emplover ran enter
into a bhond, but T know also that that i3
very unsatisfactory. We have had experi-
ence of that in relation to picture show
taxation, and we know it is not ton good
an idea, for most of the contracts signed
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under this Form of legi-lation are usually
pretty one-sided. The better idea for the
Minister would he to do it in the ordinary
fashion of duty stamps. [Under that =ys-
tem, once cancelled it is sulficient; the
money must come back to the Treasuver.
Why the Minister should have looked fur
the duplicated method of collecting the tax,
T cannot under~tand. T want the Minister
when he iz veplving to the debate or in
Committee to explain exactly what he meaus
hy thiz: Al advances under the Apricul-
tural Bank, the Tndustries Assisinnre Board,
or the Mining Development Act will be
looked upon as wages.” Tf T interpret that
carreetly, it means that every prospector
who secures the ordinary rations of £13 per
auarter, runping inte 23s. per week, in
sustenance only: if he collects £13 worth
in three months and goes into the hush and
diseovers nothing, he comes Lack owing the
Minister the £13 in taxation. That is the
Bill as T see it. Again, take a prospector
who gets a loan under the Mining Develop-
ment Aet. He might not see one penny of
the monev, but he gets a loan upon which
he must pay interest provided he makes
aood. If he does not make good ke cannot
refund it. But the money is speni in the
work: the inspector of mines will sec to
that. The borrower never sees the money.
If he makes good he must pay interest on
it, and if T read the Bili correctly he must
pav tax on that amount toe. I do not know
whether T ean supporl the seeond reading.

Fon. G. Tavlor: He wonld have a paor
chanee of paving the tax if he could not
repay the principal,

My, MARSHATL: But the point is that
under the Bill he must do it.

The Minister for Health: Why ~hould he
not do it?

Mr. MARSHALL: The man borrows the
money., It is a matter of accommodation,
and for it he must pay interest.

The Minister for Health: A loan does not
apply.

Mr. MARSHALL: Tt doesn't apply?
The prospector applies for six monthe’
rations,

The Minister for Health: If T subsidise a
man pound for pound for work done, he is
getting half wages and he has to pay.

Mr. MARSHALL: The man whe derives
any cash consideration out of (Fovernment
money has just as mueh right to pay tax
on it a5 has any other individnal.
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Mr. Davy: But it is only a loan; he has
to pay it back.

The Minister for
always got it back.

Mr. Davy: But you have a legal claim.

The Minister for Health: Yes, of course
we have, Anyhow, the men themselves are
perfectly satisfied.

Mr. MARSHALL: What startles me,
notwithstanding the Minister’s emphatie
opinion regarding the Bill, is the opinion
given by the department as Lo the facts of
the measure. It reads as follows:—

Health: I wish we

Hogpital committees will natarally inquire
from what source funds will come to meet the
diffcrence  hetween the payment of 63 per
paticnt per day, and the net cost of the hos-
pital.  Small country hospitals cost 9s., 108,
and 11s, per patignt per day, and while some
fees will be received from waternity, workers’
compensation and other exempted casges, in re-
speet of the bulk of patients dealt with all
the revenue that the Bill definitely provides
is Gs, per day, and the question naturally
arises, where will the balanee come from? The
reply is that al the present time the Govern-
ment provide from Consolidated Revenue ap-
proximately £00.000 per anpuwm, and it is the
intention that this amouni of moncy shall still
he provided from that souree.

T understand from the Minisier that the
introduction of the measure was due 1o the
faet that the whole of their £90,000 was used
np in subsidies, which are to confinue under
this measure. T cannot understand the
Minister, nor can I understand the Bill

Mr, That is not the Minister's
fault.

Mr. MARSHALL: The Minister is re-
sponsible for the measure.

Alr. Teesdale: But he cannot provide you
with intelligence.

Mr. MARSHALL: T do not know that
the hon. member iz an authority on any-
thine relating to intelligence. Here is the
next paragraph from the civenlar-—

Mann:

That money is at present utilised in the pay-
ment of subsidies to varioms hospitals and it
will he available; and the present intention of
the department iz to make up the difference
hetween the net cost per patient per day and
the amount reccived from the fund at the rate
of 6a. per day from those other funds which
it will have at its disposal.

If that is the Minister’s intention, why was
it not definitely fixed in the measure so that
we eould vote for it or against it? The more
equitable system of distribution of this fund
would have been on the district basis; that
is to say, all taxes collected in a given dis-
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{riect served by a given hospital vould go
to that hospital.

The Minister for Health: The Bill is
much safer for country hospitals.

Mr. MARSHALL: I ean say different
from that.

The Minister for Health:
know.

Mr. MARSHALIL: T know that I have
been on lhospital comwmittees in my eleetorate
and that the drawhaek was we could not get
liold of two-thirds of those using our hos-
pital and make them contribute towards it.
Had we been able to do that, we would have
had anple money to maintain our hospitals.

The Minister for Health: That is why I
want the Bill.

Mr. MARSHALL: The Bill is more par-
tienlarly n Committee measure, and I think
the Minister will be pretty hard-pressed to
hold some of the clanses in the Bill, and
will be in a difficalty to explain the nature
and workings of some of those elavses. I
will support the seeond reading, hut I pro-
pose (o move certain amendments in Comn-
mitlee.

You do not

Ay

MR. MANN (Perth) [9.27] T am going
t sapport the Bill.

Mr, Marshall: You will, of course.

Mr. MANN: Beeause T see the necessity
for it.

Mr. Marshall: Yes, for the Perth Hos-
pital and other hig hospitals.

AMr. MANN: About a year ago I had the
privilege of attending a conference of dele-
aates From various hospitals of the State.
The Minister was there. When the secre-
tarv of the Health Department ontlined this
scheme, T think the Alinister was not just
as enthusiastie about it as he is now.

The Minister for Health: Yes, T was. 1
was Just as enthusiastic, but alse I was
certain T had no hope of gefting it without
the publicity first. That was nearly two years
ago and 1 think the public are readr for
it now.

My. MANN: That is so. The position has
been becoming more acute all the time.
Fvery hospital management have found it
nmore diffieult to finance their institutions
than they formerly did. Every known
source has bheen exploited to get finance,
notwithstanding which every institution has
heen forced to go to the Treasury and ask
for further assistance to keep open its doors.
From time to time almost every member
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¢! the Chamber has denounced the penny
rafle- and the shilling raffles in the strees
and the harassing methods of begging and
endeavouring o collect Yrom people in the
sireet <nflicient money to waintain the hos-
pital=.

Ay, Marshall: Tt i< not at all certnin that
the Bill will overcome that difficulty.

My, MLANYN: [ hope it will, and 1 think
it i~ the intention ol the Minister that it
should do so. T am sure it will to some
extent.

Hon. (. Tavlor: Tt will as far as hos.
pitals are coneerncd, huk not nther charit-
able stitutions.

Mre. Marshall: The department admit that
they do not knew whether i will as reeards
hospitals.

M. ATANN: The Minister said it was a
BRill that should be dealt with more in Com-
mittes than on the sceond veading, T think
he indieated that he would bhe prepared (o
aceept amendment: if it could he shown
that any hardship or difficulty wonld arise
in the administralion of the measure. Natur-
ally there will he some trouble to administer
it af the start, but T think anv diffienlty
can he overcome and will he preferable to
the difficulties now eonfronting the manace-
ment fo keep our hospitals open. T should
Yike to indicate a few of the avenues ex-.
ploited last venr by the hoard of the Child-
ren’s TTospital in the endeavaur to raise
funds.  The member for Murehison {2Mr.
Maraboll) zaid the offixine of stamps would
eanse a eveat deal of tronble to emplovees,
That will not be half the tronble that has
hern experienced to raise the necessary
maney to lieep fhese institntions going. After
an rmplover or emplovee has affixed the
stainn of 1d. or 144, ance or twice. it will
become a matter of course, and the litfln
diffiealty will seon disappear.

Mr. Marshall: Tt is not the little diffi-
cultv: it is the unnecessary duplication.

Mr. MANN: T do not know that there
will be any duplication; I think it will be
an easy wav to collect the money. When
T first became associated with the Child.
ren’s Hospital the annusl cost of adminis-
tration was abount £12.000. Tn the space »f
ten vears it has grown to £22.697.

The Minister for Health: The hospital i<
denble the size.

Mr. MANX: That iz so. the progress
of medienl seience and ireatment entails
ercater  expense. In  the last twa or
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three yeurs X-ray plants have been installed,
speciai  massage treatment and specisl
treaiment for infantile paralysis have
been adopted. ANl those (hings bave
meant extra eost. But the institunien
would not he worth while and would not
be fulfilling its purpose it it did not pro-
gress with the times and adopt the latest
methods known to wedical science for the
henetit of its patients. In case it might
be thonght the cost of running the institu-
tion iy exeessive, 1 should like to draw o
comparison  with similar institutions in
other capital eities. At the Melbourne
Children’s Haspital, the cost per patient
per day is 8-, &l. 1 al the Royal Alexandra
Clildren's. Hospital in Syduey if is 10=. 74.:
while at the Children’s lospitad in Perth
iobs s 1k

The Minister tor llealtl: The Child-
ren’s Hospital and the Perih Hospital are
run more economically than ave any other
sinilar jnstitutions in Australia.

Mr. Lindsay: The cost must have been
reduced considerabiy, beeause in 1825 it
was s per day.

The Minister for Illealth:
reduced considerably.

Mr, MANN: T dave sav the reduetion
ean he explained. During the past year
674 major sureical operations were per-
formed at the Children’s Hospital: 2,016
children were treated as in-patients and
3,232 as out-patients.  The cost per out-
patient last vear was 1a. 104., while this
vear it has inereased tn 2<, 1d, The aost
per in-paticat per week has decreased from
£2 T4s. {0 €2 125, 104, ¥or the last eouple
of vears we have been scarcely able to pay
our stalf. and aur accounts have heen as
imneh as two and three months in arreavs,

Mr. Mavsholl: We shall pay them for
vou from thiz time onwards,

Mr. MANXN: The hon. member will do
verv well if he pavs for his own hospital;
we xhall he quite satizsfied if he does that.

AMe. Marshall: We shall fix you up.

Mr, MANN: From myv experience as a
member of the controlling body, T am con-
vineed that some measure of this kind was
absolutely necessary.  Whether this Bill
was just the hest that eould be introduced
at present, T am not prepared to say. Tt
contains many objectionable features, and
T iake it the Minister will be prepared to
accept some amendments in Committee. Tt
must have been foree of cireumstances that
cau<ed the Minister to adopt this measure.

Tt has been
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When a.similar Bill was before the House
six vears ago and the Labour Party were
sitting in opposition, the Minister opposed
the Rill. However, rime has changed his
opinion.

The Minister for Health: I opposed only
one sectiou of that Bill.

Myr. Davy:  He opposed it with even
more emphasis than he is supporting this
Bill with.

Mr. Angelu: The more to his credit if
he has seen the light.

Mr. MANN:  Quite =z0: that is the
point | am eoming to. The Minister is al-
ways cmnphatie when he is satisfied his
viewpeint is right.

Mr. Davy: He is always emphatie.

Mr. MANN: He thought he was right
in opposing the Bill brought in by the Mit-
chell Government, but time has shown him
that he was wrong.

The Minister for Health: No.

Mr. MANN: Time has shown that
his opposition was wrong. [f that Bill had
been passed, the Minister wonld not have
suffered the great worrv that has been his
lot during the last two or three years.

The Minister for Health: Tt would have
been just the same or worse.

Mr. MANN: Anyhow, he would not have
had to go to the Treasurer and ask him
for thousands of pounds for the various
hospitals.

Mr. Kenneally :
lieved revenue.

My MANX: Sou will this Bill

Mr. Kennealiy: This monev is going to
be used for hospitals and maintenance.

Mr. MANN: The hon. member is not
right. Take the amusement tax: we all
thought that was to be eartnarked and con-
trolled by the Minister, but it went into
Trevenue.

The Minister tor Health: It did not.

Mr. MANN: Tt did, and it relieved the
Tevenue.

The Minister for Health: Tt did not.

Mr. MANN: The Minister must agree
that the thousands of pounds he got from
the Treasurer and gave to the institutions
was part of the £40,000.

The Minister for Health: Yes.

Mr. MANN: If the Government had not
had the £40,000 from the smmusement tax,
those amounts wonld have had to come out of
revente.

That Bill would have re-
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The Minister for Health: | admit that.
I would either have had to go without it or
it must have comne cut of revenue.

Mr. MANN: Tt relieved revenue and this
Bili will relieve vevenue, too. 1 do not
mind that, so long as it will give the hos-
pitals suilicient monex to enable them to be
administered as they should be. I wish to
mention some of the avennes that have been
exploited by the (hildren’s Hogpital in order
1o taise funds—

Annuozl  subseriptions.  £384;  donations,
£10334; penny bhooks, £200; collection boxes,
£270, cash eongultation, £1,213; special appeal,
£1,229;  cutertainments, £16; State  schools,
£46; wheat appeal, £270: country nuxiliary
comnittees, E£281; P, A, Comolly, filobe
Motel trust, £200,

H: we had move god-sends sueh as thag from
Mr. Connolly, I do not think this Bill wowid
be required.

Mr. Teesdale: Hear, hear!

Mr. MANN: 1 do not know whether it
is the duty of a member to throw bouguets
&t anyone.

Mr. Teesdale: No: enough said!

Mr. MANN: DBut Mr. Connolly has done
hig share for the relief of distress and the
assistanee of charitable institutions in this
State.

The Minister for Health:
others in this eity, too.

Mr. MANN: That is so. Continuing the
list—

And there are

W.A, Trotting Association (excluding cot

cndowment of £50), £334; ladies’ ball com-
mittee (excluding cot endowment of £100}),
£431; W.A. Purt Club (exclading cot endow-
ment of £50), £300; ecot endowments as fol-
lows:—('ottesloe, £50; Thomas-treer sehanl,
£43, ete.
Sa T conld eontinue the list and show that
every effort was made by the committee of
management to get money to keep the hos-
pital going Notwithstanding that, we had
to approach the Minister a couple of months
ago and say, “We are unable to go any
further. The Government must eome to our
nssistance.” The Government gave us £1,000
nut of the £40,000 received from the amuse-
ment tax.

The Minister for Health: Do not say
that. You got considerably more.

Mr. MANN: We got the annual subsidy
of £7,500.

The Ministor for Health: Outside the sub-
sidy, too.

Mr. MANN:
has in mind.

T know what the Minister
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The Minister for Health: You did not get
the =nhsidy of £7,300 at one time.

Mr. MAXN: That is so. The Minister
mingd thal the Treasurer gave us
£7,000 to extend our buildings last year.

Thie Minister for Heatth: And you never
got that befure, ecither.

Me. MANXN: Aunyhow we got it lust year,
and we spent it in cnlarging the hildings,
which means greater eost of maintenance in
the coming years. In view of the neeessity
to keep these iustitutions going, 1 shalt sup-
port the second reading, Lut I hope the
Minister will he amenable te reason when
amendmenis are moved in Conmunittee.

The Minister for Health: 1 am not
wedded fo the Bill exactly as it is. I vou
can show justification for amendments, |
shall tisten to reasom.

has in

MR. CHESSON (Cue) {943]: 1 intend
Ao support the Bill in the hope of getting
amendments wade in Committee, 1 opposed
the Hospitals Bill introduced by the Mit-
chell Government

AMr. Mann: We shall torgive you that.

My, CHESSOXN: —on the ground thut
it was going to relieve revenue and would
have meant the cutting down of the hos-
pital subsidy. I realise that this measure
will rope in a lot of people who do not eon-
tribute anything to hospitals. While a lot
of people never pay into the funds of coni-
mittee-run hospitals in the country, when
they hecome stricken down they are treated
in those hospitals and there is little chanec
of eollecting anything from them. This Bill
provides that everyone in receipt of £1 a
week or over shall econtribute.

Mr. Marshall: To any hospital, net neces-
sarily to his own.

Mr. CHESSON: There ought to be some
more simple method of colleeting the tax.
Tnder the Bill the employer will become a
tax-gatherer. I do not sec any other way
in which the tax could be collected from a
larze number of men, but there should he
some simpler method than the duplicatiou
of the stamp hy emplover and employee.

Mr. Teesdale: The least objectinnable
of the lot.

Mr. CHESSON: I have no ohjeetion to
everyone who is in a position to pay con-
tributing his share, but we shonld make it
as easy as possible for the people who are
to pay. Employees know the tax will he
deduected, but there ought to be a simpler
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way of collecting it. KEveryone who uses
the hospitals should, aecording to ability,
contribute to their upkeep. However, tic
iuvenile or £1 per wesk i3 not carning even
a bare living. In connection with the pros-
pecting subsidy, £1 or 30s. per week is
allowed, according to the distriet; but tha:
15 not the whole of Lhe person’s subsistence.
He i+ supposed to provide the balance him-
gelt. Under the Mining Development Vole,
as pointed out by the member for Mur-
cnison  (Mr. Marshall), assistance may be
given fo purchase machinery and wages may
not be zet off as part payment. TIf a man
in that position reeeivex assistance towards
the purchase of machinery, the amount can-
not he classed as revenue. Tt e only a loan
and has to he vepaid. The man should not
hear hospital tax on sueh Teceipts,  Again,
T know of a prospector who was out for
20 vpars and at last had a fairly rvieh erush-
ine. He was ealled upon to pav £3,000 in
taxation. That is niterly wrone, as the
man had not earned a living wage during
the rest of his life as a prospector. Under
income tax law a man is allowed to deduet
the enst of marhinery and development work
befrre being taxed on receipts from mining,
but under this Biil he will be called upon o
pay taxation on hiz gross reeeipts, cven
though after payment of liabilities he may
have no income. It is easy to aseertain
what has heen the cost to him of carting aml
erushing; but ouiside those items his expen-
diture; on development for iustance, cannofl
be ascertained. In the back couniry thers
are committee hospitals, to which evervone
is asked to subscribe. There are medical
funds and hospital funds io whieh the con-

tribution ai Cone is 1s. G6d. per week.
As soon as the Bill becomes law,
every  person  will pay 1%d. in the
pound. That, as the Minister has in-
dicated, will have a great effect on
subseribers  to  hospital funds: ther
may thex be oniv  sohseribers io

medical funds. Evervone paving under the
Bill will expect hospital treatment, and in
the back eouniry large inereases in accom-
modation and staff will be needed. Com-
miltee hospitals now endeavour to get peo-
ple to accept treatment in their own home-.
They realise the high cost of maintenance
of patients in hnspital. For the hack coun-
try the proposed allowance of 6s. per day
is insufficient. Our matrons and purses re-
ceive much larger salaries than those paid
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in the eity, and the cost of feeding is mueh
higher.

The Minister for Health: Do you collect
G=. per day for every patient now?

Mr. GHESSON: Taking into aceount
collections from all members, we receive a
good deal more.  There iz no charge to sub-
seribers to the fund. From some people,
however, we never get anything, Clause 17
cpowers the trust to expend any snrplis
in any portion of the Sinte, with the eon-
sent of the Minister. The commniitiee of the
Cue hogpital contend that the amount now
collectod in the distriet provides amply for
all patient= and for any neeessary additions
or repairs to hospital buildings, They are
disturbed by “the proposal that all the pro-
cecds of the tax shall be paid into the Treas-
ury, which they fear means that the greater
proportion of the proceeds will be spent in
the metropolitan area while eonntry hospi-
Inls will be starved.

My, Teesdale: That iz all surmise.

- Mr. CHESSON: Clause 17 leaves the
matter open as regards any surplus. One
must be prepared for such things. I sup-
port the second reading becanse the Bill will
rope in all sections of the ecommunity,
Thus it is a step in the right direction.
With slight amendments in Committee the
entire Bill will receive my support; other-
wise | may have to nppose certain clanzes,

MR. DAVY (West Perth) [9.54]: I do
not feel prepared to oppose the second read-
ing of the Bill. Much has been said with
the greatest possible emphasis about reliev-
ing revenue and ahout special taxation. |
suppose cverybody agrees that theoretically
taxation should he simple and comprehen-
sive, with a view to raising revenume out
of whieh all necessary expenditure of the
State way be met. T agree, however, that
in a matter of this sorl the psychology of
the ordinary ecilizen must he considered.
Whereas one may get the hospital tax paid
with a cerfain cheerfulness, if the Treasurer
brought down o taxation measure increasing
the rafe of Ineome tax so as to produce the
same amount, there wonld probably be =
greater dearee of opposition. 8o he brings
down a special mensure to raise money for
a special purpose, and the Bill will probahly
hecome law. At the same time, it does seem
that every vear we complicate the social life
of the people more and more. In these days
nearly every citizen vequires a private taxa-
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tivn consultant to tell him how to prepare
his ~eturns.  He has to keep all sorts of
books and records, and he really does not
know how he is to get through the various
Laxation burdens imposed npon him. Un-
doubtedly this measure will render it neces-
sary to put in two different assessments.
The Bill suggests that the ordinary income
tax assessment will be the hasis of assess
ment for the hospital tax. But there are so
many serious and important differences be-
Lween the income upon which a eitizen pays
incoine tax and the income upon which he
is to pay hospital tax, that in order to get
the thing properly worked ont there must
be Iwo different assessment forms.

The Minister for Health: The Commix-
sioner of Taxation says no. and T have dis-
cussed the whole matter with him fully.

Mr. DAVY: The Commissioner of Taxa-
tion is one of those remarkable persons who
understand taxation forms. He can piek
out a taxation return and rvead it almost as
platnly as if it were this Bill. His opinion
on that peint, therefore, T do not regard as
highly valuable. He is vather inelined
to judge other people by himself, and

to think that the ordinary citizen can
put  im a laxation retorn as Rim-
ply uas kiss your hand. The taxable

amount under the Bill does noi allow for
deductions now existing—deduections in re-
spect of life assurance premiums, Tepairs to
a man's residence, medical expenses, travel-
ling expenses; and a membexr of Parliament -
is to he taxable on the whole of his £600.
There is t¢ be no allowance for children or
dependants. The mining exemption will not
apply under the Bill, and contributions to
charitable institutions canmot be dedueted.
T am not strongly criticising the absence of
exemptions, bui mn pointing out that it
bears out my eontention that a man will
have to prepare two {axation returns and
have two incomes, one for the purpose of
income tax and the other for the purpose
of hospital tax. | feel sure that the opera-
tion of the mensure is going to be much
more expensive and much more ingenvenient
to the public than the Minister antieipates.
T have a feeling that we are going tn sec
an amount of human effort and an amonnt
of expenditure not truly proportienate to
the results obtainable. T agree that however
bad the matter is from one point of view,
it is not as bad as the method of raising
money for hospitals by bazaars, balls and
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street cullections. Anything almest is prefer-
able to the terrible exiztence which hospital
conunittees and bhoards have led in the past
in their endeavours to eke ont an existence.
1 know that the member for Perth (Mr.
Mann) amd several other yentlemmen who
give extremely valeable zervices on the
committee of the Children’s Hespital are
possessed of excellent abilities and great
business experience, and | am sure that
it any institution is run on the most
cllicient and cconopiesl  line-, lhat  par-
lienlar institution mwu-t be, judging by the
men who wanwge i, Thev Frequently tell
what awtul task= they are conlromted with,
I am preparved to accept these obvicus di--
advantages in the § vinsiples of the Bili, in
order to relieve that position.  There ars
= matters, the inelusion of which [ ean-
not understand, | wish (o eriticise some
poilions ot the RBill briefiy, and perhaps |
will deal with thewn at ereater lencth when
we are coi iderine the clauses in Committee.
I understand it i» proposed not to make any
eontiibutions to hoapitals in respeet of
workers’ compon-ation ease<. 1 maintain
that o geent deal ol injustive has been dons-
to workers owing to the attifude adopted
hv hospitals in the past, when those in con-
trol have refnsed to fake in any workers
compensation eases.

The Minister for Health: Do not blame
the hospitnls for that! The wedical men
would not tremt the patients if they went
tir the hespitals.

Mr. DAVY: T will not apportion the
Wame at all, but T know that the bospitals
have refused to tnke the:e patients.

The Minister for Health: Thkey had to.

Mr. DAVY: I do not know whether that
was Sso.

The Minister for Iealth: RKut it wax so.

Mr. DAVY: Tf the he-pitals adopted
that attitnde, T want to know who was re-
sponsible for it.

Hon. G. Taylor: We put too much
monev into the husiness under the terms of
the Workers' Compensation Act.

Mr. DAVY: The really serious ohjection
was that the hospital authoritics. or the
doctor aceepted the task of jndging whar
was frequently a legal question. That led
to the House of Lords heine divided again-"
itself. A man woes to the hospital sufferine
from an injury or from a diseaze. Af anv
rvate, he iz sick. The doctor makes inquirie:
from the man and lizht-heartedly savs, “Yon
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are a worker. compensation case. You can-
not come here,” And that man is shoved
ont. He has to go off and finance his
vwn treatment. OF course his doetor treats
him because he knows that some great auth-
ority at the hospital has declared the man
te be a workers’ compensation ease! The
doctor places his trust in that eminent
anthority at the hospital in expectation of
receivizg payment in due course,

Hon. G. Taylor: Out of the €100 he can
wet under the Aet!

My, DAYVY: [ know of numerous in-
stancées and in each the hospital authority
wag wreng, and the man concerned was not
a workers’ compensation ease at all.

The Minister for Health: § know that
<ot of thing has happened.

Mr. DAVY: [l has happened trequently.
Those workers have a justifiable grievanes
hy reason of their not having received fair
treatment.

The Minister for Health: That is se.

Mr. DAVY : The doctor, tos, has a
urievanee hecause he has not been able io
Aip into *he £100,  The most important
thing ot all, however, is that the unfor-

tunate  worker concerned has not  had
the prompt treatitent he should have re-
ceived, thus leaving the tme position
to  be aseertnined later on. I uree

the Minister to give consideration to that
phase before he insists upon the applieable
clause being retained in the Bill. There is
another point that | do not nnderstand; T
will not quibble at it. The whole secheme
uf the Bill is to make prople who will ra-
ceive henefit from the fund—that is, the
contrihutors—pay for the treatment they
zet. At the same time I notice that com-
panies will have to pay the tax that is to
be levied. I do not know what part of a
«ompany roes to a hospital and receives
treatnont!  Ts the seeretary to be allowed
ta track along for treatment, or does thig
apply to the hoard of directors?

The Premier: Or to the shareholders
who draw no dividends!

Mr. DAVY: It seems to me a guaint
provision ta include in the Bill. The Min-
ister suggests ihat people who benefit
<hall contribute, and he alzo malies tliese
ahstraet legal persons econtribute as well. It
i~ trne that there is a clanse in the Bill
thal savs if the eompany has contributed,
then the =hareholders will not be required to
pay. What about the insurance ¢ompanies
that do nnt have any shareholders in Wes-
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tern Ausiralia? It might be of advantage
to make people outside the borders of Wes-
tern Australia pay for the upkeep of our
hospitals if it weve possible to secure that
payment.

Hon. G. Taylor:
job.

Mr. DAVY: It does not seem to me fo
fit in with the scheme of the Bill. 1t wmay
be good to get in money by various means
suggested, but this provision seems to he
illogical because it is unnecessary. If we
are to make every ecitizen pay according to
his income, it is surely unnecessary.

The Minister for Health: We make life
insurance companies pay on the profits de-
rived from their investments.

Mr. DAVY: T did not mention life in-
surance companies, but referred to general
accident insurance eompanics,

The Minister for Health: They have to
pay under the Dividend Duties Act.

Mr. DAVY: Yes.

The Minister for Health:
wrong there, too?

Mr. DAVY: Not at all; that is not the
point.

The Premier: The point is that every-
one who can pet servier will pay, but a
company cannot get that serviece.

Mr. DAVY: That is. the point. This is
not an ordinary taxation measure. It is
a Bill to authorise ecollections in advance
for services to be rendered, and we do not
propose to render services to companies
I do not propose io fight that phase, al-
though I do not see the necessity for its
inclusion in the Bill. There is no reason
for the inclusion of an anomalons position
under the Bill, if there is absolutely nn
necessity for it. In Western Australia our
taxation law is that a company pays duty
and when the shareholder gets his dividend,
he does not have to pay tax on it at all.
TUnder the Federal law it is the taxpayer
who pays the tax, and the company pays
only on profits that should be, but have not
been, distributed. If the double tax is
paid, there is always a readjustment. If
the Government provide for the tax being
paid on all incomes earned in Western Aus-
tralia, I eannot see why any attempt shonld
be made to force companies to par, becanse
the incomes made by the companies will
have to bear taxation in the long run whan
they pass into the hands of individnals in
the shape of dividends.

It will be a bit of a

Then is it
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‘The Minister for Health: No.
Mr. DAVY: Regarding insurance com-

‘panies, I know it is proposed they shall pay

a tax to be fixed, and I take it another Bill
will have to be introduced to fix the amount
of the tax at something that shall be oot
more than }t4d. in the pound.

The Minister for Health: That is so.

Mz, DAVY: With regard to the insur-
anee companies, I notice that the tax iz to
be paid on every £3 2s. 6d. of the pre-
minms received by those companiez. It is
quite impossihle for anyone not in the know
to determine how that amount has been
arrived at. On the face of it, it would seem
that it must be due to some sort of cal-
eulation arvived at by the companies.

The Minister for Bealth: T could not
see how it was arrived at for a long time
until T had it explained to me.

Mre. DAVY: 1 hope the Minister at the
proper time will explain the position to
the Commitiee, and tell us how it is that
the tax is fixed at what approximates one-
third of the gross preminms paid. It must
be remembered that the premiums do not
represent the profit but merely a portion
of the funds from which the ultimate profi{
is made.

The Premier:
profit at all.

Mr. DAVY: That is so. One would not
say that that possibitity is sufiicient to eon-
demn the assessment of them on the hasis
of the premium income so long as 1l works
out, nver a period of years, az a fair
means of  getting at the profits.

The Minister for Health: The under-
writers agree that it is a satisfactory method.

Mr. DAVY: I wonder what the source
of the Minister's information is when be
makes that statement, for I understand it
not to be so. I want to find out how this
is arrived at, and I ask the Minister to
give us the information on that subject when
he has it available. Another point: In the
Bill the companies are to be tazed on every
E3 25, 6d. of the premiums reccived by
therm, Of the premiums received by any
msurance company, a very large amount is
paid away in re-insurance, That fact seems
to have missed the attention of the drafis-
man of this clause, whereas it is well recog-
nised in the Dividend Duties Aect, under
whieh they pay on the gross premiums, ex-
clnding amountis paid away for re-insurance.

There may not be any
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T think the Minister’s attention might e
lirected (o that point also. [t might be,
of conre oo that 2 coanguny that actually cets
a pavtiendar cover might it=elf take only a
very small portion of the rick and pay away
the whole of the rest of it in re-insuranee,
[f the Treasurer were to ask his officer in
rharze of shall 1 =ay, the anauthorised Stale
insnrance office, he would find that that
rentleman eets re-insuranee on hie natters
whrn wnd if he can,

The Fremier: Oh yes, We could noi
affn ol lo {ake the whole of the risk.

Yo, DAVY: That point seems to have
bern nissed in the Bill. T have no further
ceiticisms of the Bill fo make at this junc-
ture.  Alternatives 1o this method of raising
money I find myself entirely opposed tc.
We had a Bill brought down a vear or =0
agzo whereby the State was {o run some-
thing like a “golden casket.” On that Bill
I found myzelf one of very few, T regret
to say. who sat on this side when we divided.
T am glad the establishment of that means
of finaneing our hospitals is not to bhe the
one we are to accept. I am not one who
regpards gambling from the point of view
of individanls as a serious crime, T myself
gamble in a small way af times, and T sup-
pnse if T had more money I would gamble
in a larger way. Bnut that does not seem
to he the point. Wea are all agreed that
gambling i not a good thing to indulee in.
We all agree, too. that the State shonld set
an sxample to citizens.

Mr., Mann: Our population is too small
suecessfully to finanee our hospitals throneh
sweeps or art unions,

Mr, TAVV: That max he annther nhier-
tinn hnt not the obiection T am putting for.
ward, My attitude is that the State iz not
to he rezarded as entitled to  dn evervthing
its citizens may do. The State is something
higher and bigger, and should be more dioni-
fied, more virtaous, more just, in faet should
be a pattern for the whole of its citizens.
To my mind to have the State actually
running & sweep and enconraging its eiti-
zens lo take tickets in it is a spectacle
enough to make the gods weep. I hope we
never again will be urged to adopt that
expedient to meet the just obligations that
are upon us.

The Premier: The spectacle of somebodv
at a table selling tickets at every street cor-
ner is¢ shocking!
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Mr. DAVY: And in our State schouls
onr teachers are directed to teach the child-
ren that zambling is an evil.

The Premier: Tt was bad enough when
penple had to gn ont of their way to get
a sweep ticket, it when now they are on
sale at every street corner it is so much
warse,

Mr. DAVY: Tn cvery toharconist’s shop
in the Rastern States the sign, ‘T eom-
munieate with the Black Swan Casket”--
that 1s the kind of thing that some hon.
members would he prepared to telerate,

The Premier: T do not know what our
vigitarz think of all eur street sweeps.

Mr. DAVY: 1 hope that if this measure
baromes faw. and we have :uflicient Tunds,
the Premier will take steps to stop the
sweep ticket selling roing on in our streets
at presenl.  There was one other point
T intended to mention, namely tke pro-
vision— T think T shall find myself
in a  minority in  this—that even
if a person goes into a private hospital
the <ame amount iz to he provided out of
the trust fund under the Bill a- if he went
into the publie hospital. T cannot see the
neerssity for that.

Mr. Mann: Tt i= verv eqnitable.

Mr. DAVY: Ts it equitable? I do not
follow that. 1 ean nover gee that it is equit-
able to pay a proud father or a proud
mather £3 by way of a baby benus, if he
ur she is in the fortunate position of hav-
ing an ineome of a eouple of thousand a
vear. [t seems to me to he nothing short
of silly.

Mr. Maun: But that is searcely analo-
gous to this. Yon do not eontribnte to-
wards the £3 haby bonus, but von do con-
tribute to this fund.

Mr. DAVY: As a matter of faet, a per-
son with an income of £2,000 a year con-
tributes vastly more to the £5 baby bonus
than would a person with £200 a year, be-
eause the thing is hased on a sliding scale.

Mr. Chesson: But the £5 is not paid for
every bahy horn.

Me. DAVY: If permitted T would make
a small wager thal there never is a baby
horn in Australia in respect of which the
haby bonus is not paid. At all events, if
there are exceptions, they must be very
few.

Mr. Chesson: What T meant was that
there is not a baby horn for every bonus
paid.
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Mr. DAVY: 1t is very regrettable that
we should not find people standing up to
their obligations in that direction. Still,
the bonus is paid on babies boxn in the
homes of people with very respectable bank
balances. 1 can see no reason why this
6s. per day should be paid in respeet of
pecple who can afford to pay their own
hospital expenses and who demonstrate
their capacity to pay by choosing hospituls
where the fees are unquestionably high.

The Minister for Health: They do not
demonstrate that by going to such a plaee.

Mr. DAVY: They surely do. If a man
chooses a hospital the fees for which are
six guineas or seven guineas per week, he
demonstrates his ability to pay for hospital
accommodation.

The Minister for Health: lle chooses
that hospital because he cannot get into
the other.

Mr. Mana: You could not get into the
P’erth Hospital to-day.

Mr. DAVY: No, becanse I am able to
pay to go somewhere else. And if I go oft
and pay somewhere else, I do not see the
necessity for making this contribugion.
After all, the revenue the Minister will
raise from this scheme is nol going to be
one penny too much. If T am correctly
informed, the growth of the work at the
Children’s Huspital is amazing.

Mr. Panton: And at the Perth Hoapital,
too.

Mr. DAVY: [ do not know much ahout
the Perth Hospital.

Mr. Panton: Both institutions are grow-
ing side by side.

My, DAVY: I suppose both are growing
at the same rate. The Minister is going to
need every farthing he gets within a very
few years. I suggest that by this seeming
display of equity—T do not see the equify
myself—and generosity, he is going to find
himself, perhaps in too short a tiwe, up
against it to provide proper hospital ac-
commodation and medieal treatment for the
people who mnust have it and cannot afford
to pay it for themselves.

MR. BROWN (Pingelly) [10.21]: Our
hospitals have inereased at such a rate that
sormething must be done to put them on
a sound financial basis. During the last
few years the number of hospitals has in-
ereased by something like 60 or 70 per cent.,
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and the present system of raising funds for
their upkeep depends largely on voluntary
contributions. There is a big difference in
the range of donations made by the Gov-
ernment to various hospitals. One in my
district, Kondinin, is receiving abount 1s.
115d. per patieat, while another at Brook-
ton is getting a little over 2s. That is not
a very heavy burden on the Government.
Therefore those hospitals must be largely
maintained by voluntary subseriptions eon-
tributed by the loeal people or by the
patients ithemselves, While looking through
this Bill, [ have been wondering whether
the provisions constitute the best method
of financing the hospitals. What will be
the position of our friendly or benefit
societies? Take a benefit sociaty into which
a man is paying 1s. per week. I do not
belong to such a soeciety, but I understand
menthers pay ahout 1s. a week. Look at the
henefits derived from that contribution! 1f
a member is not able to work, he gets med-
ical atiention free and so much per week
for a certain period of the vear. Under
tins neasure he will get only fOs, per day
if hie goes into hospital.

Mr. Panton: You do not get all those
henefits from a friendly society for 1s. per
week,

Mre. BROWXN: Tf a man joins a friendiv
society when he is voung, his contributions
are not areat.

Mr. Panton:
does not inelude doctor and medicine.
pars for them quarterly.

AMr. BROWNX: T understood those charges
were paid by the lodge.

Mr. Panton: Not on vour life; T wish
they were.

Mr. BROWN: There is no doubt that
our hospitals have to depend almost en-
tirely on voluntary contributions. When
the Minister introduced his Lotteries Bill
to finance hospitals, T opposed it, because
T thought it wrong to depend upon
the gambling public to maintain hospitals
for the thenefit of the sick and
needy.  That Bill was lost.  The Minister
has now introduced a measure that I think
15 a mest equitable one, hut T am afraid
it will he a little <evere, A tax of 1%Ad. in
the pound will be very hard on the man who
is carning only €5 a2 week, A man receiv-
ing £250 a year will have to pay something
like £2 125 34, and the only benefit he
will get wili he Gs. per day while he or any
member of his famnily is in hospital.

No, ahont 10144, but that
He
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Mr, Panton: That is a fair erack.

Mr. Teesdale: In eight days he will bave
cut it out.

Mr. BROWN: That wmay be so, but
patients are not atways o long time in hos-
pital. For a man who is a member of a
benefit society, a funeral allowance is pro-
vided. There is no funeral allowance under
this measure,

The Minister for Health: T should not
think so.

Mr, Teesdale: Not for three-halfpence.

Mr. BROWN: A man wonld be better off
by {aking out an endowment or accident
policy with an insuranee eompany,

The Minister tor Health: You try it and
see.

Mr. BROWX: T o not know whether the
Minister proposes to allow any deductions.

Hon. G. Taylor: None at all.

Mr. Teesdale: Not on the three-halfpence,

Hon, G. Taylor: The Bill speaks for it-
self.

M. BROWXN: Take a farmer.

Mr, Teexdate: He wants 5 per cent. olf
for cash,

AMr. BROWN: A farmer might bave a
gross income of £2,000 a year.

Hon. . Taylor: He wonld bhe a very
pour farmer if he did not have more than
that.

Mr. BROWN: Then the hon. member
knows very little about farming; otherwise
he would not speak in that sfrain.

My, Lindsay: The member for Pingelly
was referring {o gross income.

Mr. BROWXN: Many a farmer with a
gross income of £2,000, after aliowing de-
ductions, finds he has very little net income.

AMr. Teesdale: Enough to buy a motor
car.

The AMinister for Health: He would he
allowed to deduct the cost of earning his
income. .

My, BROWN: He would not be allowed
the deduetions permitted under the income
tax.

The Minigter for Health: Not for his
wife or children, but he would be allowed
the amount it cost to earn his income.

Hon. G. Tavlor: And not for the motor
CAT.

Mr. BROWXN: People who become il
often employ a private nurse and are at-
tended by a doetor in their own home.

The Minister for Health: That will hap-
pen if this measure is passed.
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Mr. BROWN: Such a patient will still
pave to pay the doctor and the nurse. Tt
18 impossible to get a qualified nurse for 6a.
per day.

The Minister for Health: Four guineas a
week and keep.

Mr. BROWN: Do I understand that if a
patient is treated in his own home he will
not be entitled to the Gs. per day?

The Minister for Health: Certginly; this
is for the maintenance of hospitals,

Myr. BROWN: Thousands of =ick people
do not enter a hospital. They are treated
in their own homes, MHowever, there is to
be no exemption for them and they will
have (o pay the tas. What benefit will
they derive from it? T do not think they
wil] derive the slightest benefit. They will
have to pay for their dector, nurse and
medicine and on top of that will have to
pay the tax.

Hon. G. Taylor: That is right.

Mr, Panton: Bug consider whon they are
helping.

Mr. BROWXN: [ am nol suare that that is
altorether  fair. Some allowance in
that direction slhould he made. To a
certain  degrve 1 commend  the  Minis-
ter, feeling that he is actuated hy a
desire to achieve something of lastinge bene-
fit to the hospitals. If one walks down the
street, one finds sweeps in progress every-
where, Some are for charitable purposes,
and some are not. I do not know why so
many sweeps are permitted. It is only of
recent years we have found that no sooner
i5 one sweep off than another is on.

My, Panton: The reason is public de-
mand.

Mr. BROWN: I do not knnw what the
net gain from the sweeps is, nor what the
expenses are. I am told that the expenses
are tremendous, and that the returns fo
charity are not great. Sweeps are now
run for many purposes. Can they he run
without permission ?

Mr. Panton: No.

Mr. BROWX: Who gives permission?

Mr. Panton: The Commissioner of
Police.

Hon. G. Tavlar: With the approval of
the Minister.

Mr. BROWN: Te my surprisc I find
spinninge jennies and all sorts of gambling
devices permitted at agricultural shows.
The police stand by and look on. At a



2046

recent agricultural show 1 saw gawmbling
devieces whieh 1 had never seen beiore.

Mr. Marshali: 1id you see erown and
anchor?

Mr. BROWN: Yes, and the police made
not the slighest effort to sfop it.

Mr. Teesdale: They have a shot them:
selves occasionally.

Mr. BROWN: Are the gambling devices
woing to be stopped if the Bill is passed?

Mr. Panton: Not on your life!

Mr. BROWN: Apparently we shall still
have them with us. There 15 nothing in
our legislation to say that Tattersalls and
the GGolden Caskef must not be patronised.

Mr. Ianton: Or the trots.

Mr. BROWN: The gambling spirit is so
great, and the money spent on gambling so
enormous, that Parliament ought to pass an
Act to prohibit gambling if this Bill passes.

Hon. (. Taylor: But this is a Bill relat-
ing to hospitals, not to gambling.

Mr. BROWN: Two or three sessions ago
the Government introdueed x Bill providing
for sweeps.

Hon. G. Taylor: That was a bad Bill.

Mr. BROWN: Although T opposed that
Bill, I am beginning now to wonder whether
it might not just as well have been passed.
The present Bill, as the Minister has said,
calls for disecussion in Committee. T hope
some slight amendments will be made to
render the measure fair and equitable to all.
No honest person will object to naving a
hospital tax; but in view of all the othe-
taxes which are imposed, some peaple. and
especially people in the country, will snffer
under the Bill. 1 may mention that the
committee of the Kondinin hospital framed
a by-law that every single man should pay
s0 much, and every married man a littls
more, towards the hospital, getting medieal
attention in case of siekness. There was no
eompulsion about it, but those who paid for
the first year forgot to pay in following
vears. The matter was merely voluntary.

Mr. Marshall: A by-law is compulsory.

Mr. BROWN: Not a by-law merely
framed by a hospital eommittee. Though
considerable amounts of money were col-
lected during the first enthunsiastic year,
there were deficiencies in the followinxz
years. The tax proposed hy the Bill will
not amount, in the case of the average wag:
earner, to as much as the single man paid
under the Kondinin arrangement; and so
there should be no objeetion. TUnder that
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arrangement a inarried man paid £ or £
4 year, or perhaps T shonld say he promised
to pay that amounf. Under the Bill, if the
income from the farm is very slight. he will
not be called upon to pay so much. A
farmer after a very bad year may not, after
the payment of all his expenses, have an
income taxahle to the extent of £4 or £5
under the Bill. Many may not contribute
anything under the measure. On the athsr
hand, if a farmer has a good season he
ought not to object to paying the hospital
tax. T support the second reading, and [
hope that the elauses will he fully discussed
in Committee, and {hat in respeet of anv
anomalies the Minister will neeept amend-
ments.

MR ROWE (North-East TFremantle)
[10.36]: Conditionally uwpon one or two
amendments, T support the Bill. After 17
vears on the Fremantle Fospital Board 1
am able to speak from experience of the
diffieulties of hospital finance. During that
period T made it my business to attend
almost every meeting of the hoard. We fre-
auently had great diffieulty in financing.
Manth after month the accounts were nassed
to be paid when funds might be avaitable.
Ounite recently we found ourselves getfing
dceper and deeper into debt, and thought we
must devise some means of eclearing our-
selves. So we decided to run a stunt. We
made up our minds to raise £2,000, an
amount which we thought would clear us for
the time being. After a considerable amount
of worry and anxiety and abusge, we did
raise the £2,000, thanks to a hand of willing
workers, ineluding many Iadies. That effort
relieved us to some extent, but it is an effort
that ean be made but rarely. To ask people
frequently to contribute towards a stunt for
n eertain amount of money is asking too
much. I myself have often taken my stand
in the main street with a box in my hand
to collect for the Fremantle hospital, and
when T have stopped one person and asked
for a donation three or four others have
tnken the opportunity of slipping by be-
fore I could appeal to them. In view of
these experiences I weleome a measure from
which hospitals will benefit. In passing I
may mention that two or three years ago it
was suggested to the Fremantle Hospital
Board that thev should endeavour to raise
funds from the Fremantle workers by ask-
ing them to contribute one penny in the
pound out of their earnings weekly. The
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idea was taken up willingly by the workers,
who agreed to contribute as suggested. As
one organisation receives close on £7,000
overy week in wages, we thought a big addi-
tion to our funds would accrue. Everything
was progressing favourably when a deputa-
tion from the assoeiation of doctors asked
for an interview with the board. The in-
terview was granted and the doctors pointed
out what they considered the unfairness of
our proposal that a person contributing to-
wards the Fremantle hospital should be en-
titled to medical treatment, and to a clean
receipt when he left. The doectors said,
“That is going to ruin us. If n man with
his familv can be treated in the Fremantle
hospital in return for contributing one
penny in the pound per week, nohody is
going to join a friendly society, and nobody
will go to see a private doctor. Consequently
our profession will be ahsolutely ruined.”
At that time the Bill was being diseussed in
Parliament, and the board decided to post-
pone further consideration of the proposal
until Parliament had decided the fate of the
Rill. The Bill was thrown out, and our pro-
position died a natural death,

Hon. G. Taylor: And the doetors kept
on smiling!

Mr. ROWE: And we have kept on beg-
zmiuz ever since. Apparently we shail have
to continue begging until some better method
is introduced. 1 can see some hope for the
hospitals in the Future. I visit u good many
of them, and in conversation with various
secretaries and chairmen of hospital heards
I have nzcertained that they are confronted
with the same problem. They are hard up
ngainst the financial position, and they will
continue to he. T welenme the introduetion
of the Bill because it is long overdue, Con-
ditionally uopon one or two amendments
being agreed to, T shall support the measure.

MR. LINDSAY (Toodvay) [1042]: T
readt the speeeh delivered by the Minister
and it struck me that he stopped short of an
explanation of the Bill. According to the
Minister, the ohjeet of the measure is to
raise funds te pay G=. per day per bed oec-
cupicd at the various hospitals, be they pri-
vate, public, or (Governmeni assisted in-
stitutions. The Minister informed members
that the money at present provided from
Consolidated Revenue for the assistance of
hospitals will continue to be paid. Accord-
ing to the Bill, if there is any surplus in
the fund after the payment of 6s. per day
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per bed occupied is made, the balance shall
be used for subsidising hospitals and for
constructing or altering hospital buildings.
1 also understand that patients at the Gov-
ernment hospitals will receive free atten-
tion, Unless there is some method provided
for inereasing the receipts heyond the 0s.
per day, the position of the vountry hospitals
will be worse than it is to-day. It is a fact
that eountry hospitals are able to collect
the greater part of what it costs to treat
and maintain a patient. That has applied
partienlarly since the Workers' Compen-
sation Aet was passed.

The Minister for Health:  There is no
single  hospital in the State that collects as
mueh as Gs. per bed per day.

Mr. LINDSAY: That may be so, for T
know in regaml to iy own hospital that we
have to resort to eertain collections from
time to time, but the fact remains that we
manage to pay our way without approach-
ing the public too frequently for ad-
ditional assistaner.  TUnder the provisions
of the Bill we shall wot he nllowed to do that
in future, From that point of view, it is in-
teresting to note the information supplied
by the Public Health Department in the an-
nual report that has heen made available to
ue this session. TIf we analyse the statement
of revenue and expenditure of public as-
sisted hospitals, we ean gain some idea as to
what it rosts per patient in the various hos-
pitals. Tt leads us to ask how the Gov-
ernment propose to make up the deficiency
represented in the enst per patient and the
amount of G=. that will be received per bed
per dav. The member for Murchison dealt
with the Meekatharra hospital and gave us
partieniars regarding what it costs to deal
with patients there. The details included
in the last annual report of the Health
Department deal with the vear ended the
31sf Derember, 1925. They show that the
cost por patient per day at the Meekatharra
hospital was £1 11s. 113%4d.  One would
imagine, listening to the member for Murchi-
son, that the Meekatharra hospital has been
able to pay its wav without a penny from
the Government by way of subsidy!

Mr. Teesdale: At a cost per patient per
day of £1 11s. 1114., surely they must get
chamnpagne’

Mr. LINDSAY: It should bhe remem-
hered that the Meekatharra hospital is a
smal] one and the average number of beds
oceupied for 1925 was 2.8. Tt is necessary
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to keep o larger staff, one that would be
adequate te deal with 10 or 12 patients, and
this means that the cost per patient must
be heavier in the small institutions.

Mr. Tecsdale: That expluins it.

Mr. LINDBAY: The rate of subsidy per
patient per day reecived by the Meeka-
tharra hospital amounted to 5<. 10d. [ have
indicated on previous occasions that there
is a marked difference between the rates of
<ubsidies paid to hospitals in distriets that
are comnparable. 1 have already mentioned
the position regarding the Meekatharrn hos-
pital. 1 want to know, it if costs £1 11s.
11 d. per patent per day, what will be the
position if the Government arve to payv Gs.
per patient per day?

Mr. Marshall: Thev can toke over the
haospital.

Mr. Brown:
hospital.

The Minister for Health: The Bill will
have the opposite effect, and already we
have been approached by two bodics saying
that if the Bill is agreed to, they will be
prepared {o fake over the Government hos-
pitals at their eentres.

Mr. Marshall:  That does not apply to
country hospitals.

The Minister for Health; Yes; the two
hadies T refer to were eoncerned with eoun-
try hospitals.

Mr. LINDSAY: The average cost per
patient per day at the Perth Hospital
amounts to 9s. 7d.  1f the Governivent payv
Gs. per dayv per bed oceupied, there will be
a deficiency of 3s. 7d. per day. How will
that be made up? The Government have
indicated that they intend to continne mak-
ing payments available oul of Consoliated
Revenue.

Hon. G. Taylor:
amount of £99,000.

Mr. LINDSAY: Yes, T have the figures
hefore me. Tl strikes me that that amount
will not be nearly enough to make up the
deficiency throughout the various hospitals,
Take the Beverley hospital. The rate of
subsidy per patient per day s 1= Jld.
whereas at Goomalling the vate of subsidy
15 10, The cost per patient per day at the
Beverley hospital is 10s. 1134d. How will
the deficiency be made up? That is the only
point T want to deal with in conneetion with
the Bill. The departmental report gives a
lot of information about the various hos-
pitals, and indieates how the revenue is col-
lected, and so forth. The particnlars show

And make it 1 Government

That represents an
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there was very little charged against the
patients at the Meckatharra hospital com-
pared with what obtained in conneetion with
the Beverley hospital. The latter received
mueh less by way of subsidy, but received
£1,214 on aceount of patients' fees, and re-
ceived a special grant of £448 from the Gov-
ernment. On the other hand, the Meeka-
tharra hospital reccived a total of £1,821 but
of that amount patients' fees represented
only €233 There is another very important
point that affects progressive agricultural
districts wheve the population is always in-
creasing. I refer to the necessity for raising
funds for (he extension of hospitals,
Nothing of that sort will be permitted in the
fulure. The Bill means that we shall not be
able to use the ordinary means for raising
funds to mect the cost of hospital extensions.

The Minister for Health: Certainly not.

Mr. LINDSAY: The member for Fre-
mantle (Mr. Rowe) has talked ahout raising
£2.000 at Fremantle, That seemed o be a
large sum of money to him bnt in the small
township where I live, we have been able to
raise £2,000 to build a hospital during the
course of the last three years, apart from the
fact that they had to raise the money to pay
off the deliciency.

Hon. G. Taylor: There are a lot of
wealthy farmers there.

Mr. LINDSAY: If my friend will pick
up the income taxation returns he will see
that very few of the farmers of the Staie
pay income tax at all, and those who do, pay
on very small incomes.

Hon. G. Taylor: That is because they will
not pay if they can get out of it.

Mr. LINDSAY : 1f there is one man who
cannot get out of paving taxation it is the
farmer: hecause every hag of his wheat can
be {raced by the department. I should like
the Minister to clear up the points I have
mentioned. 1 must admit that the doctor in
Wyalkatchem told me he was quite satisfied
with the Bill. But that is from a doctor’s
point of view.

The Minister for Health: T only wish we
had a doctor like him in every country fown,

Mr. LINDSAY: Yes, he is a very fine
man. One serious point is that in the future
we shall have to find greatly increased hos-
pital accommodation. In a growing eountry
distriet the trouble is that when you build a
hospital vou have to duplicate it two years
later, and repeat the process again in another
two vears. It means a great strain on the
people. But under the Bill the hospital at
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the end of the first two years will have to be
made four times the size instead of twice
the size. At present a number of people
refuse to go to hospital when ill, preferring
to lic up in their own homes: but when it
comes to free hospital accommodation, those
|eople, instead of lying up in their owa
homes, will exercise their rizht to zo Lo the
hospital. So in fuiure we shall require
vreatly increased hospital accommodation.
That will be ene of the effeets of the Bill. I
hope the Minister has thought of that prob-
lem, because it iz one of the most serious
that will be set up by the Bill. I will sup-
port the second reading.

MR. DONEY ( Williams-Narrogin) {10.52] :
It will be approprizte it T restrict inyself
to the farmers’ point of view, since none of
the speakers have troubled abont that aspect.
b agree that this is a fair Bill <o
far as the Minister’s intentions go, and
appurently it is likely to prove a popular
Bill, particularly in and around Perth. Per-
sonally T regard it as an honest attempt to
overcome a serions difficulty. But T am
afraid that attempt fails in its purpose, for
its incidence on the agricultural indusiry is
altogether foo harsh. In an agricunltural
State Jike this it would be quite fair to sub-
mit all such legislation to this test: Does it
tend to lessen the cost of production? Obvi-
ously the Bill does not. I suppoese that in a
sense it vould not be expected to do so. But
this at least will be agreed: There are in this
State only two industries of any conse-
uyuence that exist and <how a profit without
Government assistance. 1 refer to the indus-
tries of wheat and wool.

Mr, Panton : Well, what do vou know
about that?

Mr. DONEY: I am stating my opinion,
and if I bad time I could bear it out. In
any case one ean justly pay debis ouly frow
profits: <o wheat and wool plainly  bear
the full cost of the State’s debts and the
State's taxes. As T see it, the first duty of
the Government is to safepuard and foster
their sources of revenue, namely the primary
indua~lries. And since taxation can come
from no other source, it has to come from
agriculture, which for years past has had to
carry all the taxation that eould be imposed
upon it. The Bill does not encourage agri-
eulture at all. Every member knows that
this propored tax will he passed on by the
wage carner and the merehant to the farmer
who, of course, will pay the lot. So it will
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be added to the cost of production and the
profits from wheat and wool will eorrespond-
ingly diminish. I see some reference here
to the Industries Assistance Board, 1 notice
that the Government advances to [ndustries
Assistance Board clients will result in those
people suffering a special taxation. I cannot
for the life of me see why that should be.
After all, it is only a general purpose loan,
one that has to be repaid. [t frequently
happens that the farmer retains a certain
portion ot that loan in order to 1eeoup hiw-
self for work that he himself has done.

The Minister for Health: Ts not that
wages to him?

Mre. DONEY: If that is wages to him,
how would you regard the case of a cily
property owner who borrows meney on cily
preperty and who himself puts in a week or
a month of his own time on his own pro-
perty? Is he taxable on the amount of
wages he may he said to bhave earned?

The Minister for Health: No.

Mr. DONEY: Then why shonld the other
man he taxable?

The Minister for Health: The other man
is not, cither.

Mr. DONEY: The city man is not to be
taxed, but the farmer is to be taxed.

The Minister for Health: The two will be
treated exactly alike,

My, DONEY: Then I :pust be drawinyg
wrong deductions.  In that case I ean see
a definite injury to the Industries Assistanee
Board elient.

The Minister for Health: What about the
Tndustries Assistance Board client getting
9s. a day? T+ he not entitled to pay tax on
that?

Mr. DONEY: Such portion of that as
he may pay oul in wages he is entitled to
pay tax u on.

The Miuister for Health: He gets it
tor himselt; he does not pay wages.

Mr. DOXEY: Then it is nob wages at all.
He is not n wages man for a moment. There
is mie other direction in which the
incidenre of the proposed taxafion hesrs
unfairly, and that is in 1respeet of
country hospitals, T have heen given
to understand thevy practically pay a
douhle tax.  They ave required to find
0 per eent. of the money for a mew
ho-vital. At the same time, as opposed to
tha* fact, T am told that when a hospital is
or: 1 in Perth the municipal authorities
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are not required to tnd anything, Can it
ne said that that is fair®

Mr. Panton: But 25 per cent. of the
patients in the Perth Hospital are from the
country,

Mr. DONEY : I do not know that.

Mr. Panton: I am telling you.

The Minister for Health: And 37 per
cent. of those in the Children’s Hospital.

Mr. DONEY: DPeople in the country
suffer for their solitude, and the more ex-
pensive the journey to the hospital, the less
likely & that journey to be undertaken. [
consider that agriculture just now is pass-
ing through one of the most stressful periods
in the history of the State. There is no
doubt of that, and.instead of showing a
little senerosity here and there we have the
Minjster adding, perhaps quite unintention-
ally, to the troubles of the agrieulturist. [t
is not as if the Minister proposed to tax
profit only. In the case of the I.A.B. client
I mentioned he will he taxing the outlay
on developmental work, reproductive work,
which is quite contrary to the avowed in-
tention of the Bill, if my reading of it is
correct. The Minister rather should be
conxing agricalture fto grow ap a liftle be-
fore he starts taxing it. Instead of that he
proposes to tax it while it 15 small, and
thereby Ttestriet its growth, I am not con-
cerned about the good man on the good farm
or the rich man on the rich hit of soil; 1
am concerned about the peor man on the
ordinary farm and the ordinary man on the
We should legislate in the in-
terests of those men. They stand on the
brink of uncertainty. I do not mind to
what extent the Minister taxes excessive
profits or the unearncd increment. He may
put a tax on Inxuries or penalise the people
who evade their just responsibilities, but
why. when tavation iz discussed, should h=
abwavs harass the farmer?

Mr, Teesdale: You have a few quid on
to-da¥’s Lioan FEstimates, anyhow.

My, DONEY: T am glad there will be an
onportunity, or so T have gathered from the
dehate, to have certain of these inconsis-
tencies put right in Commitftee,

Mr, Teesdale: You are pretty optimistie.

poor farm.

MBE. GRIFFITHS
move—
That the debate he adjourned.

The Minister for Health: No,

{Avon) [11.2]: I
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Hon. G. Taylor: Why not? It is after
11 o'elock.

The Minister for Health: I do not care;
I will not agree to an adjonrnment.

Motion put and negatived,

MR. LATHAM (York) [11.3]: If the
Minister proposes to go on, we shall havy
to do so. This is purely a taxing measure.
It is proposed to raise additional revenue
to the extent of £217,000 and we must not
luse sight of that fact. 1 sympathise with the
Minister in the great difficulty experienced
tn financing the hospitals of this State, but
whether this is the hest scheme to raise
money for them is a question that this
House must decide. T consider that the
Leader of the Country Party the other

night put ap a wvery good scheme for
finuneing hospitals,
Mr. Mann: He did not know what he

was talking about.

Mr. Marshall: There we have the two of
YOu now.

Mr, LATHAM: The Leader of the Coun-
try Party quoted figures- —

My, Griffiths: That were irrefutable.

Mr. LATHAM: —figures audited by the-
Governiment Auditor of Queensland, and
take it that no member will dispute them.

Mr. Mann: Queensland has a population
of a million people to exploit and we have
Fowey than half a million.

My, LATHAM: T am not speeially advo-
cating that we should establish lotteries to
raise revenue, but we have lotteries already
in the most pernicious form possible. T do
not think any State in Australin cculd pro-
vide a parallel for them. 1t is nob a ques-
tion of population; it is a guestion of the
amount of money that goes out of this State
annually for investment in lotteries and the
amount of money that would come from
other States for investment here if we were
running lotteries. The hon. member made
auf a very good c¢ase why this House should
clean up the pernicious system that is so
prevalent to-day. T was hopeful when the
Minister introdueed his legislation some time
ago that il would lead tn a better system
than we have to-day.

The Minister for Health: So it woold.

Mr. Mann: Another State trading eon-
cern in the shape of a lottery,

[The Deputy Speaker took the Chair.}
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Mr. LATHAM: Even if it were a State
lottery, it would be fur and away better
under some control than the present system
which is under no contrel. I say definitely
that from 30 to 40 per cent. of the money
ruised 15 used in the promotion of the
srhemes, That is a seandalous state of
affairs.

Mr. Mann: More than that, foo.

Mr. LATHAM: In some instunces, mora
than that. Therefore, I should kave thought
the hon. member would agree to elean up
surh [fotteries.

Mr. Mann: This Bill will do that.

Mr. LATHAM: This Bill will not do
that.

Hon. G. Taylor: Of course this Bill will
not clean them up.

Mr. LATHAM: 1f the Minister dropped
this Bill and re-introduced the other
measure, I believe we could get it through
another place. It would be a matter of
educating the public to think as the reason-
able-minded members of this Hounse think.

Mye. A, Wansbrough: We fatled once.

Mr, LATHAM: Yes, but we might be
suceessful on the next oceasion. It has to
be remembered that we are zoing to impose
a fair amount of hardship under this
mrasure. Some people will be taxed te an
extent thex can hardly bear. Whmn a man
has eight «ar nine children tn provide for
and iz to receive no exemption in respect of
them. hix  diftienlties will be considerally
aresler.

Hon. G. Taxlor: There are not ioo manv
with eight or nine children.

The Minizter tar Health: Tle will nuot
have so many diffieulties as at present when,
after zoing info hospital, he gets his hill.

Mr. LATHAM: No one knows hetter
than doex the Minister that the-c peopi:
dn naf pey and are not expected to par.

The Minister for Health: .\ lot of them
Ao ooy,

AMr. TATHAM: Some de ard a lot do
unt. T sympathise with the Minister in his
attempt to yuf hosnital finnnee on a hetter
foctine.

Ar, Mann: A Government emplovee has
to pav for hnepital accemmodation. It is
nnssible tn follow him up.

Mre LATHAXM: One thine T am pleaced
ahemt i- that the Bill wib impo-r » tax on
s whe hitherto bPawe nsed the hosnitals
and eontribnted nothine towards their un-

Yeen. T am speaking of nomadic workers
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! aws not so zurve that 1 do not commend the
propused system for collecting the tax. |
believe it is going to be a very cheap system.
By this measure we shall institute the sys-
tem of taxing income at the source. I 1T
is possible for us to do it we shall get at
maty of those people who to-day evads
taxation. [ refer particularly to the men
who carn fairly large wages and salaries
and who, as taxpayers, are evading thei-
liabilities.

Hon. G. Taylor: It is costing £30,000 a
year to collect taxation now with £56,001
of assessments, and it will menn £156,00)
with this tax,

Mr. LATHAM: Tt will cost less to rol-
leet the additional money.

Hon. ;. Taylor: Tt will cost move.

The Minister for Health: It will not eo-!
anything like as much.

Mr. LATHAM: No, and for that reason
I commend the Minister. He hac shown
how 1 11 possible to collect this tax at the
souree of income.

Hon. G, Taylor: There will be (wo asses.-
nments to send out instead of nne.

Mr. LATHAM: If we tax at the sounrce,
we shall b able to collect from many people
who have been linhle to taxation and have
evaded it. 1 cannol understand why the
Minisier hax ineluded companies.  What
ave compunies?  They are hodies of people
handed together to invest their money for
the pwrpase of making a profit. I eannot
understand the Minister's intention to tax
tlern twice. He will tax them on the profits
thev make and therefore why should he wish
to tax them on the dividends as well? Tf
he decided o exclnde the tax on the
dividends. ic wonld probably be fair.

The Mivister for Health: Waw wonld
vou get at ¢ pastoralist who forms himself.
i~ wife .- children inte a eompany?
You eould not eolleet 1<, from him even
if his ineome were £20,000 a year.

Mr. LATHAM: T was ander the impees-
sion that all shareholders Iind to furnish
returns. If they do not do =0, it is news
fo e, As they furnish returns they are
liable to be taxed on the amount of profit
they receive from companies, Another
point in the Bill is that it will foree peopls
who now remain in their own homes when
sieh. *a use hospitals. T am moine to he
enfitfedl to 6. per day for every day a dor-
ta <sv< I am ill. T shall not get that G-
if I veviain in my own house, hut T will ret
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it if I enter the Perth Hospital, which will
be wide open for me.

The AMinister for Health: Not at all.

Mr. LATHAM: It will be so according
to what the Minister has stated. Or else
I may go into a private hospital and receive
a subsidy of 6s. per day.

The Alinister for Health: And you will
pay the other 8s. per day.

Mr. LATHAM: No. I have only to pay
for medical attendance. At Fremantle the
Minister stated that he comsidered rich peo-
ple were entitled to hospital accommodation
in the same way as poor people, if they suh-
seribed under the Bill. What is to prevent
me from going into the Perth Hospital?
The law does not say I cannot enter that
hospital, .

Hon. G. Taylor: Yes, it does. I ought to
know, because 1 was on the board for 16 or
17 years and was chairman for 10 years.

Mr. LATEHIAM: Bat the law has been
altered since.

Hon. G. Taylor: No.

Mr, LATIIAM: The law passed two
years ago altered the aspect of hospitals al-
together.

Hon, G. Taylor: No. The Perth Hospi-
tal operates under a measure passed about
30 years ago. You should read the Bill.

Mr. LATHAM: I have a right of admis.
sion te the Perth Hospital provided I pay
the difference between 6s. and whatever i«
the charge for a private ward.

The Minister for Health: There is no
private ward in the Perth Hospital. There
is a private ward in the I{algoorlie hospital.

Mr. LATHAM: There are many public
hospitals where I can get attention.

Hon. G. Taylor: But you cannot get it
in the Perth Hospital.

AMr. LATHAM: Before long the present
system at the Perth Hospital will have
broken down.

The Minister for Health: No.

Mr. LATHAM: Then the money being
obtained under the eancer appeal is being
obtained under false pretences. Like many
other subseribers to that appeal, T have
been led to helieve that by contributing fo
the fund I hecome entitled to treatment by
the special system, just like anyone else.

The Minister for Health: Your view is
perfectly correct, as regards cancer.

Hon. G. Taylor: But that is all.

Mr. LATHAM: Then in a little while
we shall see the whole system broken down,
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As soon as Parlinment says that hospital
aceonmodation is to be provided under
this Bill, a tremendons amount of money
will have to be spent in providing additional
hospital aceommodation, Shall we derive
addifional benefit by altering the system?
I have my doubts on ihe puint. Anpiher
serions aspeet is the question of the honor-
ary stafl. I heard the Minister for Justice
say  to-wmight that he wanted to inculeate
upon the legul professtun the same splendid
publie spirit as operates in the medical
profession. Anything we ecan do to keep
that spirit alive ought to he done. It is
one of the things that build up our nation
and make it stand higher than others. I
refer to the fact that the best mediesl ad-
viee is available to the prorest in our midst.

Mr. Teesdale: That is the way doctors
make their reputations.

Mr. LATHAM: I am not too sure of
that, In any case, I ean make the same
assertion on other grounds than that of hon-
orary work in hospitals. There are medieal
men in this Stote who have built up great
reputations withoul serviee in public hos-
pitals, They are men who do nof wish to
add to the prestige of their profession at
all by rendering honorary services at  the
Perth Hospital. Let us not disturb that
splendid position. T zincerely hope it will
continue, though I fear it may not. The
previous Bill intended that a medieal man
should be permitted Lo follow a patient info
the hospital. T do not know how that
would operate in a large hospital like the
Perth institution, though in my opinion it
would operate very well in smaller hos-
pitals. I am sure that in the York hospital
a doetor cannot charge any patient a
penny.

The Minister for Health:
he does charge.

Hon. . Taylor: The member for York
has a lot to learn about hospitals.

Mr, LATHAM: I know a man affected
with heart disease who was admitted to
the York hospital as an urgent case, and
who can well afford to pay. He said that
the ane thing he could not understand was
why he had not to pay the doetor.

The Minister for Health: Medieal fees
have to he paid by patients in hespitals.

Mr. LATHAM: The docior I refer to
does not live on his hospitel practice; he
lives on his outside practice. I would like
the Minister to inquire into the case and

I am positive
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to let the doctor know that he can charge.
1 know that the doctor in question does not
charge fees to patients who enter the Gov-
ernment hospital. Apother thing which has
struck me forcibly is the demand made
upon our hospitals hy motor aceidents. Thut
aspect was brought home to me not only in
Australia, but also in Britain and America.
It would be well if the Government took
steps to ensure that such cases, adoutted
as urgent cases, pay for hospital main-
tenance and doctors’ fees. If the money
is not obiainable by any other means, the
people in question should be compelled to
insure against aceident. L think lost week
nine cases of motor accidents were ad-
mitted to our hospitals.

Mr. Mann: Did not those patients have
to pay?

My, LATHAM: Thbey have not to pay
doctors’ fees when they enter the Perth or
the Fremantle Hospital. We should com-
pe! Lhese people to protect themselves, and
the expense involved as a result of aecei-
dents of this deseription should not be a
burden upon the general pablic.

The Minister for Health: Many of the
people who have been coneerned in motor
acgidents have done that.

Mr. LATHAM: At any rate, they should
all he compelled to take that aetion.

Mr. Teesdale: Does not the 8s. per day
go towards paying the doetor?

The Minister for Health: Yes, part of
it.

Mr. LATHAM: That Ss. has to pay for
foud, drugs, accommodation and doctor.

The Minister for Health: Not the pat-
ient’s own doctor. The patient does not pay
for the doetors who attend him at the hos-
pital. There are 10 resident house doctors,
who are juntors, under a senior.

Mr. LATHAM: And those doctors are
paid.

The Minister for Health: They are paid
a nominal salary ranging from £75 to £150.

Mr. LATHAM: Of course, they are
there to gain knowledge.

The Minister for Health: And it is a
good thing that they can get that experi-
ence there,

Mr. LATHAM: T am not complaining
about that, but T am afraid that we shall
forece people into hospitals unnecessarily.
I want fo see the position safeguarded with
reference to our indigent people. Then
there is the difference between what it costs
to maintain a patient at a hospital, and
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the payment of §5. per day. We are told
ihat the difference will be made up to the
hospitals by the Government, but we do not
know for how long that will last. We can
ouly make n guess at it.

Mr. Marshall: It will not be too long
under the Bill.

AMr. LATHAM: 1 suggest thai what hap-
pened before will happen again. The
Treasurer will be confronted with a short-
age of fands and he will say,
“These people had £40,000 too much last
vear; they ean ent that out now.” Tt must
not Le forgotten that the Bill is a taxing
measure, which will bring to the Treasury
£217,000.

The Minister for Health:
estimate.

Mr. LATHAM: Even with that money
made available, T am afraid we shall not
be relicved of the vicions system of street
cadging.

My, Marshall: Fven that is not guaran-
teed under the provisions of the Bill.

Mr. LATHAM : More than that, it is pro-

posed to appoinb eanvassers under the Bill.
| suggest to the Minisler that there are eer-
tain other institutions that are supplemen-
tary to hospilals, and he eould use any sur-
plus money at his disposal in assisting those
orcanisations. I would instance the York
Hostel. The women of the distriet provided
funds for the hostel to which mothers could
go prior to procecding to a maternity howme.
Thex are allowed to bring two or three of
their vonunger children with them. As a re-
sult of the provision of the hostel, mothers
are enabled to spend a week or two at the
institution before returning to their lomes
after their confinements. 1 commend that
hostel to the kindly consideration of the
Minister. Ef necessary, I will move an
amendment to give the Minister power to
.devote some of the funds to sueh institu-
tions. T understand that the members of the
trust will not be appointed from outside the
department, and that probably the Minister
will be the chairman of the trust.

The Minister for Health: No.

Mr. LATHAM: T am sorry to hear that.

The AMinister for Health: T will have
Alinisterial control of the trust, and in the
circumstances I ceould not be a member of
the trust as well.

Mr. LATHAM: For my part I would be
willing {0 diseard the trust altogether and
hand over the money to the department.

That is the
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The Minister for Heaith: 1 cannot make
the department a corporate body, or else 1
would have adopted that course.

Mr. LATHAM: The Minister was rather
vague in bis references to the persounnel of
the trost, but [ gathered that in all prob-
ability the members of the trust will be
public servants.

The Minister for Health: That is so.

Mr. LATHAM: 1 wanf to see that the
people in the country districts wre assisted,
and am more coneerned abont them thau the
people in ithe eity. Mere they have their
clinics, maternity homes, and other conveni-
enees close ar hand. In the country districts
prospeciive mothers eoiten have to travel
CU or 80 miles o reveive proper attention.
I appeal 1o the Minister to estend to ithe
people in the eountry distriets something of
the hwnun kindness and sympathy that is
50 apparent in his dealings with institutions
in the wetropolitan area. 1 am sure that the
Alinister endorses what [ amn able to say
regarding the work carvied out at the York
Hostel. He appreciates the work that ia
done there, beeause he made available a
building rent free to the womenfolk. [
wonld like to see him vender some additional
assistance in the interests of indigent people.
There is nothing to prevent people going
there wheiher they cam pay for their keep
or not, hut | think the Miuixter should be
in a position to help those in charge of the
hostel by making a swmall grant that would
as<izt them flinancialy in respect of those
who ecannot contribute anything towards
their maintenanee while at the hostel. 1
support the second reading of the Bill, but
I would again remind hon. members that it
is a taxation measure.

s

MR. GRIFFITHS (Avon) [11.28]: I
shall not detain the House bevond a few
minutes, beeause all tlie poinfs of interest
have been dealt with fully by other hon.
members. T wish to refer to what T believe
is an earnest and cenuine attempt on
the part of the Minister to grapple with
the very diffienlt task of finaneing our bos-
pituls.  Legislation has been introduced on
previous oceasions, but it ennbled eertain
<ections of the commnnity to escape their
nblization~. Tn the Bill now hefore us the
Minister has included what he deseribes a-
a dram-net clause that will prevent people
avoiding their vesponsibilitics.  The mem-
her for Willlams-Narrogin  {Mr, Doney)
-pote of the position of Indusfries Assist-
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ance Board clients, and advanees wade lo
them.  Those advances do not represemt
actual wages.

Mr. Latham: Of course, the Bili specitiva
wages.

Mr., GRIFFITHS: If that is specified.
then it is all right. I had in mind the posi-
tion of prospectors who reeeive advances.
Part of that money may he in the
mature of wages, but the whole of it is
used for the work of looking for gold.
Then there are the anomalies likely to oecnr
between  the different  hospitals, regarding
the present tHovernment subsidy and the G,
per day.  Already that has been wone into
exhanstively by the wember for Toodyav.
[t i= a matrer the Minister eould well bear
inanind, The amonnt to he raised under
the Bill i. estimated ot €217000, whereas
under the (olden Casket operations lInst
year £200,000 was yaised, a good deal of i
heing Furnished from thi- State, [ svems
like 2oing over the zrowund again, but one
thing [ =hould like to emphasise, following
oh previous speakers, 1s the wholesale sell-
inw ol sweep tickets in Perth. After the
dehute the other night, even at that late
hour, outside picture shows and in cer-
tain allexways men were to be found sell-
ing sweep lickets, It those sweeps were
beiny condueted for charity, or some other
zoud ohject, or were being run at a reason-
able cost, as in the case of the Colden Cas-
ket sweep. one might not objeet so much;
but having regard to the high cost of run-
ning those sweeps—in one instance 43 per
cent.—it is time Parlinment took a hand
amql rezulated these things if, indeed, il was
not to cut them ount altogether. It is an
extracrdinary  position we are in to-day.
We e #euding  to Tasmania and  to
Quecustand and other places all the spare
money available tn order to keep other hos-
pitals going: yvof we sny we will not do any-
thing of thai sort curselves. T think the
idesr of having a ~weep such as the Golden
Castet ha~ not ~0 very much against it as
some devout people would have ns believe,
Wu ore ollowing this sort of thing to go
un for the henefit of hospitals in other
States, but will unt allow it to be carried
e here in the intevests of our own hospi-
tal<. The incidence of the proposed tax
is going to be pretty severe. Rach mem-
her of this Chawmber will have to pay £3
155, although wmany of ws will never use
the hospital<,  Out in the country many
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people will be hit up yuite heavily., Thiz
party stands tor no increase of taxation
until economical administration  has  heen
brought about. It appears we have not too
mich saxy in the matter just now, the mun-
bers being against v~ ! will sapport the
second reading, but | hope some amend-
wents will Le wde in Committee.

THE MINISTER TOR HEALTH (Hon.
8. W, Munsie—Hannans—in  reply)
111.351: 1 think T will adopt the unusual
course of woing hackward< in replying io
memhers, starting  with thowe who  spoke
Intest, T da not intemil to veply to all the
points raised. beeause many of them can he
dealt with to greater advantage in Commit-
tee. There has been considerable diseussion,
particularly by the member for York, re-
garding the honorary staff at the Perth
Tlospital. Tnterjections were made to the
¢ffect that the honorarv staff at that insti-
tution got a wondertnl expericnee and buil!
up 2 reputation for themselves. T adwmit
that every physieian or surgeon who atlends
in an honorary eapoeity at the Perth Hos-
pital does  get a wide cxperience which,
manifestly, is to his advantage But T also
wish to say that no man iz elected to that
honorary stoff unless he has a reputation
before ever he is clected. So those practi-
tioners have not huilt up their reputations
hy being elected to the honoravy staff, Yor
eVery vaeant position, either for a physi-
cian or a surgeon, that cceurs, there are at
least half-o-dozen applicants. The member
for Williams-Narvogin  (Mr. Doney) said
the incidence of the proposed tax would
bear harshly on agriculturists, that all others
would pass it on and that the farmer would
have to pay the lot. When in the Com-
nittee stage we reach the taxation proposal,
1 hope the hon. member will give me some
information as to how the wages men can
pass on the tax. The member for Toodyay
(Mr, Lindsay) particularly wanted to know
where the monev in excess of the 6s, per
day was to come from to assist the eountry
hospitals. I might mention that every hos-
pital other than a private hospital in the
State to-day is getting a snhsidy from ihe
Government : there is not one of them thar
is not wetting it. Take one instance—not
what the hospital actnally gets aml colleet~,
but what it actualiy eosts to ron. T rofer
to the Perth Hospital. For 1927 that hos-
pital had £77,000 odd. Tnocking off the
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collections made in the sireet by various
kinds of effort, whiell amounted to £6,600,
and £14,000 vdd that they collected in fees
from patients—taking out hoth  thoe
amounis and putiing the Perth Hospital
with its present subsidy  under the
selieme, that institution would have ended wp
with u surplus of £20,233. Does the hon.
member think 1 am going to allow the
Perth Hospital £20,233 extra? Of course
not. Suppose we allow that  ospital an ex-
cess of £5,000 to come and go upon, there
will be from the savings in respect of the
Perth Huspital alone nearly sulticient to
pay all the difference np to the actual cost
of every other hospital in the State. All
subsidies will have to be reeast if the Bill
roes through.
Mr. Lindsay: That will be all right.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: Do
you think we should pay 6s. per head per
day to the Perth Hospital and then pay a
£40,008  subsidy as  well? The average
collection now is less than 3s. per head
per day. Members will keep saying that
Gs. per head per day is not enough. [
made inquiries to-day, and from our records
of even the committee-run hospitals it is
~eell that there is not a hospital in the State
collecting iz, per day from patients’ fees.
Not one of them collect Gs. per day per bed
occupied. It they get Gs. per day per bed
oceupied, they will certainly be better off
than thexv are to-day.

Mr. Latham: But you shot the door
against the voluntary giver.

The MINTSTER FOR HEALTH: I do
not. All said and done Western Australia is
a very voung country; there are not many
rich people in the State yet, but I am hope-
ful that those who are imbued with feelings
of sympathy for their fellow men will still
provide some endowment for hospitals. They
always have done it and, in my opinion,
they always will do it. The mere fact of
their having to pay 112d. in the pound wi?
not discourage people who are imbued with
that spirit. The member for West Perth
(Mr. Davy)} raised two or three points. He
said he did not altogether agree with special
taxation for apecial purposes, but there he
stopped. Everv member who has spoken
against the Bill or who has spoken doubt-
fully about the Bill has said the same thing.
All have emphasised that this is a speecial
tax, hut not one of them has mentioned that
it carries a special benefit as well. T will
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adnit it is a special tax, but I want the
people to understand that for Government
and conmittee hospitals alone, on the basis
the 1927 figures, it will be a special benefit
to the extent of £132,000 a year. It is all
very well to stress the taxation aspeet of
it, but why omit the beneficial aspecty T
wish to stress the humane point of view.
Members have urged that a man with a
family will be unahle to pay. Scores of men
who enter the Perth Hospifal and other in-
stitutions receive their hills when they leave
and they do pay.

My, Panton: THear, hear!

Mr. Latham: There is a large sura of
money owing to the Perth Hospital.

The MINISTER TOR HEALTH: There
is little owing now bheeause each year the
board write off £20,000. The charge at the
Perth Hospital is 8s. per day and the
amount ealiected 1s 3=,

Mr. Teesdale: Is it eorrect that the hoard
write off £20,000 a year?

The MINISTER. FOR HEALTH: Yes.

Mr. Panton: That is so. They are writing
off nearly £5,000 per quarter.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: T know
many men with families, who have been in
the Perth and other Government and com-
mittee hospitals, and who are paying. On
the other hand, the Bill should commend it-
self on humane grounds because a tax of
11%4d. in the pound will relieve the unfor-
funate people who are not in a position to
pay. Even fron that aspect alone the Bill
is worth while. One member pointed out
that there would be no allowance for children
or other exemptions provided for under the
Income Tax Aet. I admit that is so. With
two exceptions, the deduetions have been de-
leted. We ave providing a benefit for the
man with children, and if his children fall
sick he will be entitled to get them treated
in the hospital without fee. (Consequently,
why should he want cxemption? It is only
fair that a man should pay on his actnal in-
come because he is getiing the benefit not
only for himself but for his wife and chil-
dren, Therefore it is quite legitimate that
this measure shonld differ from the income
tax in the matter of deduetions. One mem-
ber raised the point that this Bill would in-
volve two income tax papers.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell ;
ments.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: I can-
not see that it will. T have discussed the

Two assess-

[ASSEMBLY.}

matter with the Crown Solicitor and the
Commissioner of Taxation. When the final
draft of this Bill went te the printer the
Commissioner of Taxation was away, but
before I got it back I had an opportunity to
discuss the matter with him. Unfortunately
it was too late to make any alterations. He
pointed out three things that should be
altered. The word “July” should be struck
out and “August” inscrted to bring it into
line with ordinary taxation. Another neces-
sary amendment is to insert in Clause 10
(2) the words “after assessment,” and a
further amendment must be inserted fo ex-
empt shipping companies. I shall explain
in Committee why shipping eompanies must
be exempted. If may seemn strange, but we
cannot tax shipping companies under par-
ticzlar Acts of the State. Any man em-
ployed on a ship falling sick, if taken to a
hospital at any port on the Australian coast,
must have his expenses paid by the shipping
company, and the companies have paid. I
do not know of an instance of the kind in
which the eompany have not paid. The
member for Perth (3Myr, Mann) after ex-
pressing pleasure at the introduction of the
Bill and promising to support it, said he was
pleazed that at last 1 had seen the light, and
that though I had opposed the Bill of the
Mitehell Government in 1922, T had now
seen the error of my ways.

Mr, Latham: You ave all the better for
that.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH : The
same argument was used by the Leader of
the Opposition, the Leader of the Country
Party and the member for Swan, so one re-
ply will cover the lot. We have been told
that this Bill is almost identical with the
measure of 1922

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: No, it is mnch
worse.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH : We
have been told that the principle is the same,
The licader of the Country Party and the
member for Swan quoted figures to prove
to their own satisfaction that the statement
was correct. I repeat what 1 said in moving
the second reading, that this measore, if
passed, will not relieve Consolidated Rev-
enune. The member for Swan said this Bill,
if passed, would protect Consolidated Rev-
cnue and [ immediately admitted that it
would, but it will not relieve the Treasurer
from paying the amount he has to find at
present. That is the difference.
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Hon. Sir James Mitchell:
virtue in that.

The MINISTER OF HEALTH: As to
the virtue point of view, I tske 3t that the
present Leader of the Opposition supported
the Bill in 1922 that would have deprived
hospitals of 50 per eent. of the amount being
paid from Consolidated Revenue. Statements
were read from “Hansard” of 1922, and the
Leader of the Opposition said he was as-
tounded at the temerity of the Minister in
introducing the Bill, or he marvelled at the
temerity of the Minister owing te his opposi-
tion to the previous measure. If he looks
up “Hansard™ bhe will find that [ opposed
the Bill on only oue principle, the prineiple
that the Bill relicved the Goverminent to the
extent of £100,080 a vear. They proposed
to tax Lhe people au extra peuny in the
pound on all incomes, and anticipated rais-
ing by that means £130,000, of which they
proposed to take into Consolidated Revenue
£100,000. 8o they intended to tax the
people to the extent of €100,000 while the
hospitals were to get only £30,000, This
Bill will stabilize hospital finance in respect
of £90,000 annually to be received from the
Treasurer.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: But what about
the £40,000 from the entertainments tax?

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: That
must all go in, s0 as to enable the hospitals
to be ran. 1t will stop as it is, and will he
spent on the hospitals. The Treasurer will
not he able to touch one penny of it.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: But the Trea-
surer takes it,

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH : No.
The Cowmmissioner of Taxation pavs it into
the Treasury; and the same official will pay
into the Treasury all moneys he collects
under this measure, if it becomes law. There
has been much reading-out of what was said
on the previous Bill. I have stressed the faet
that this Bill is a benefit Bill as well as a
taxation Bill, whereas no benefit attached to
the previous measure cxcept in so far as it
proposed to give the hospitals £30,000 yearly.
In introduecing the previous measure, the
then Colonial Secretary, Mr. Sampson, after
I had interjected a reference to the fact that
the timber workers iwere alveady paying
directly towards the upkeep of hospitals,
spoke as follows:-

There is no

Sp are lodge members. This Bill wili not
affeet the position 8o far as they are cow-
cerned.

[74]
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Undoubtedly the timber workers were con-
tributing, and so were the miners. That is
the case now.

Mr. Sampsen: They were receiving con-
sideration under the Bill.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: Noth-
ing of the kind. The present Bill merely
extends to all the people of YWestern Aus-
tralia a principle already operating as re-
eards 30,000 of them.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: The Govern-
ment support the Kalgoorlie Hospital al-
most entirely. I saw the figures the other
day.

The MINISTER ¥OR HEALTH: The
Giovernment pay less towards the upkeep
of the Kalgoortie 1luspital—with nearly
twice as many beds—than they pay towards
the upkeep of the Northam Hospital, in the
electorate of the Leader of the Opposition.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: No.

The MINISTER ¥FOR HEALTH: The
Government pay more per year towards the
upkeep of the hospital in Northam than
they pay towards the upkeep of the hos-
pital in Kalgoorlie. As the Colonial Secre-
tary of 1922 said of his Bill, I say of this
Bill that it will not affect the position so
far as lodge members are concerned.

Mr. SBampson: The Bill would affect the
position in regard to the amount they had
to pay.

The MINISTER ¥OR HEALTH: The
Colamal Secretary continued—

The measure, if passed, will not give to
anyane the right to free hospital attendance.
That right is restricted to those who, in addi-
tion to being sick in health, are sick in pocket.
No other section of the comnumunity has any
right. under our puhblic hospital system, ta
seeure free treatment,

That is one statement.

Mr. Samipson: Do you believe in that?

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: The
statement s not bad. 1 quoted it merely
to show that the hon. member had in mind
that his Bill was not a benefit measure io
any shape or formm. As to the revenue as-
peet, he keeps on telling me that my Bill
is exactly the same as his. In introducing
his measure he further said—

The hospitals and institutions under the
Medical Department at present cost the State

£180,000 yearly. To this amount the Cou-
solidated Revenue last year contributed
£105,000. 'The passage of the measnre will,

it is hoped, relieve the Consolidated Revenue
to the extent of at least £100,000. When hon.
members eontemplate the pood work that will
Ye possible under those conditions, the Bill
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must commend itself to them. 1 acknowledge,
of course, that under the proposed system vol-
uctary contributions may decrcase to some ex-
tent. Nevertheless, the Conselidated Revenue
will be relieved by at least £100,000 annually.

I am now, six years later, introducing a
Bill under which the amount contributed
to hospitals, instead of being £105,000 all
told, will be £180,000, less deductions on
account of ecolleetions from Government
hospitals going into Consolidated Revenue,
making the amount £90,000. We are spend-
ing at least one-third more on Government
and public hospitals than was being spent
when the hon. member was Colonial See-
retary.

Hon, Sir Jumes Mitehell:
£90,000 as against £105,000,

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: No.
1 said the previous Government spent
£105,000 as against our £180,000. In that
amount no allowance was made for ecollee-
tions.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: You squander
money on everything you touch.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: The
Leader of the Opposition is such an econ-
omical man! Everything in the garden was
lovely when he was there! Although he
was managing so economically, he wanted
to colleet another £130,000 from the people,
benefiting his revenue by £100,000 and let-
ting the hospitals have £30,000. I am giv-
ing £180,000 to the hospitals alone. ‘

Hon. James Mitchell: Do not say, *‘I
am giving.”'

Mr. Sampson: This year'’s Estimates do
not provide £180,000, or anything like it.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: They
provide £180,000,

Mr, Sampson: For the hospitals?

The MINISTER FYOR ILEALTH: Yes;
for the Medieal Department.

Hon Sir James Mitchell:
£40,000 to come off that.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: ¥or
¢‘Medieal” last year’s estimate was
167,966 and the expenditure £166,964; this
vear’s estimate is £171,858, an ingrease of
nearly £5,000.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: But less
£40,000 from the entertainments tax.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: No,
the entertainments tax is in addition.
That has been the case every year. I
want to show from their own Estimates
what members opposite did.  When the
hon. member introduced the Bill on hehalf

You said

There is
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of his Government, the Lstimales had not
been dealt with, He anticipated the Fsti-
mates going through, but notwithstanding
that faet, the Bill, had it become law, would
have taken effect as from the 1lst January
following. The Estimates of the Medieal
Department for 1921-22 show that the Vote
was £149,092, whilst the expenditure totalled
£150,083. The estimate for 1922-23 was
£98,298, ar a reduction of £51,785. A foot-
note attached to the Estimates con-
tains the explanation that the deficiency
was to be recouped from the bspital tax.
Despite that, the hon. member persists in
arguing that the Bill he introduced was on
all fours with the one I have placed before
members this session.

Mz, Lindsay: You are merely stone-
walling your own Billl

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: I did
not want the hon. menber’s remarks to pass
withont taking advantage of this oppor-
tunity to explain the position. There has
been a lot of reading from the pages of
“Hansard,” and it is just as well for me
to do a little reading from “Hansard” my-
self,

Mr. Sampson: 1 did not read from
“Hansard” but from the Estimates.

Mr. Teesdale: At any rate, we will now
have a little bit about the BRill, if you please!

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: If the
hon. member does not like listening to the
Facts, he can go ontside.

Mr. Sammpson: If you will look on page
89 of the Estimates for this year, you will
find that the amount provided is £152,401.

The MINISTER FOR HFEALTH: The
amount  of the Estimates is #£171,758!
Members who quoted from “Hansard”
dealt with the speech made by the Premier
when he was leader of the Opposition.
When they were dealing with his speech,
the Premier interjected, “Yes, that was one
of the best speeches I have yot nade in
the Honse.” For my part, I could just as
conscientiously get wp on the Opposition
side of the House and make the same
speech as the then Leader of the Opposi-
tion did, and I could still introduce the
Bill T have placed before the House; and
I wonld be absolutely coasistent in my at-
titude. Some people have declared that it
19 all right to jatroduce legislation that
provides for taxation to help finance our
hospitals, but that the Bill will relieve Con-
solidated Revenue.
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Hon. Sir James Mitchell: I suppose yon
remember the criticism of the sandalwood
business!

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: When
I first moved the secund reading of the
Bill, [ intimated that I wuas very pleased
that the Mitechell Government’s Bill had
not been passed. I am candid when I say
that if that Bill had been passed, I would
nof have had the opportunity to place the
present Bill before the Hounse and thus in
time be able to secure £217,000, ali of which
will be spent in the interests of our hos-
pitals as against £30,000 that the hospitals
would have seeured trom the Mitchell Gov-
ernment’s Bill.

Mr. Sampson: In view of the Federal
advances and so on, the position has en-
tirely altered.

llon. Sir James Mitehell: The Minister
must remember that he got £30,000 from
the sandalwood business, and he had a lot
to say about it when the regulations were
being discussed.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: I have
to thank hon. members for their kindly
eriticism of the Bill, and T wish to intimate
that I am not wedded to the Bill word for
word as it stands to-day.

Mr. Teesdale: You have forgotien the
contribution by the member for Murchison!

The MINISTEK FOR HEALTH: That
hon. member dealt with:

Mr. Teesdale: It does not matter what
he dealt with; his contribution was not of
much value anyhow.

The MINISTER ¥FOR HEALTH: The
member for Murchison was afraid that his
hospital at Meekatharra wounld suffer be-
cause of the operations of the Bill. T have
not gone into the position of the Meeka-
tharra hospital separately, but I fake it
the position of that institution will he the
same as that of other committee or locally-
ran hospitals. The committee-run hospitals
will show a gain of over £13,000 a year,
while the Government hospitals, of which
there are 30 scattered throughout the State,
will be £3,000 better off, Do hon. members
think we will pay the same subsidies to
hospitals that show a gain of £20,000 as
against the Fremantle Hospital that will be
£35 worse off, if we take all collections
into consideration. The Children’s Hospital
will be £3,000 better off. However, T thank
hon. members for the consideration they
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have shown in dealing with the Bill, and 1
hope the measure will be passed withont
much interference with the methods pro-
posed for raising the mouey. Without the
benefit of the funds that wiil be available, 1
do not want the Bill.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: But the people

who provide the money will make those
benefits available,
The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: The

hon. member talks a lot just now, but he
had not the courage to take the necessary
action to provide the people with the bene-
fils that are outlined in the Bill. I have had
the courage to do it, and T am doing it. X
know that the peeple who pay are those
that will provide the benefits, but without
someone having bad sufficient courage to in-
trodunce the Bill, nothing could be done tno
make those benefits available. The hon.
member has been interjecting from time to
time, but he had not the courage to tackle
the subject as it shoutd have been dealt
with. He talks as though he is the only man
who knows anything. He speaks about the
farmers as though he is the only man who
has their interests at heart.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: And you tax
them, and everyone else.

Question put and passed,

Bill read a second time.

House adiourned at 12.8 am. (Wednesday).

[ ————— - ————



